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OPERATIONAL GROUPS

4 1)
Nusber of Operational Groups Dispatched 8
Casualties 3

RESUME OF INDIVIDUAL GROUPS®
Beroy Red

Dispatched on 31 July/l A the Haute Vienne area of
France to coordinate activities of the Naquis in resistance
vork. Returned to England on 10 September 1944

Donald
Digpatatied on ©/6 Auguet to Landirieiau in Britteny to

xed 1nstallatio on destruction

By the enosy as they vithare lana 19
August 1944

Antagoniet
Dispatched on 13/14 A Haute Vienne aren
Phomae e provids necesenry medlens fecilities vere
available, Returned to England on 3 September 1044.

Perey Pink
Dispntched on the might of 11/12 August to the Nordogn
D f France to assist th in hara nlr\g the
Tnd CALTYAnG Ut atiaoks on commumieAtion fesiliih
irned to England on 10 October 1944.

Batrick
Diepatehed on 14/15 wa 15/16 Auguat to the Inare Deo
nce to protect a pover sta on Bgstruction by

Returnba o Englana on' 13 Septenver 194s.

Lindsey
Dispatched on the night »f 16/17 and 17/18 August to the
Cantal Department of Frame *o protect s hydro-electric olant
at La Truyers. Returned to England on 20 Seotember 1944.

Shristopher
Dispatched on 3/4 Septesber o the Poitiers ares of France

roy retreating e

Returned to Engl ept,

Adrian
nnpncma on 9/)3 e

" Retarneato

of

on'3es

abe nu  Soteg Dior ares of France
s ovn an: lusne moving through the
Dison ares: Returned to" lngluld on 20 Septenber 1644,
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UNIFORM WORK
Jusp Boots
Bocke
Underwvear
oD Shirt
Field Pants
Bweater
M1943 field jacket
Steel Helamet

UIPK BY
Web Belt Identification Tags
Canteen Toilet Paper
Pistol 45 pouch, 21 Rubbers (12)
unds 3 magazine

Orease paint
Pocket Knife
Oloves (optional)
6 Grenad

Jungle Pack (medicsl)
Firet A4 Packet

Athletic supporter
Notebook & eversharp pencil

Totlet articles,
Flashlight (pin point) razor,

, soap,
towel, toothbrush,

Sleeping Bag cover toothpowder, cnab.

Sewing Kit Entrenching tool

2 pr socks Two rolls tape

Packet of salt or salt pills 9 1be prepared
charges

Matohes (waterproof case)

Field Cap
Vatches

Oas Mask container
Lensetic Compal

Escape kit
Rations D

Cough Drops

Cigarettes
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UIPK
Carbine
Binoculars
Map Protractor and case
Wnistle

Smatchette

EQUIPMENT CARRIED BY ENLISTED MEN
Sergeant
Carbine
Binoculars
Whistle
Spare parte
/5 TSMG inner T/5 M=l inner
Wire Cutter
s

Carbine and Bren Gun

EQUIPMENT CARRIED BY RADIO OPERATOR
Carbine

Radios - packaged
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OPERATIONS

OPERATION PERCY RED
Operation Porcy Red was the first Operational Group to

be disptached to France fram the UK.
Members of Group
The members of Group Percy Red were as follows:

Captain William F. Larson, Inf, code neme "Leander" (56)

captain, {ehen 10¢
‘nam

L: ant) Retder J. Grunseth, Inf,
o Sorveree (£5)

5/3gt John Halvorsen (60)
/85t Fmut Joa (61)

/3 Pred Johnson {(62)

Cpl Olaf Aanonsen (63)
Cpl Kat 0.C. Johanson (64)
Cpl Kerl Larsen (65)

7/ Sverre Aanonsen (66)
1/5 Olav Eide (67)

1/5 Arne Herstad (68)

1/5 Louis D. Brie (69)

1/5 varimo D. Rr)anﬂ, second W/T operator, coda nane
Pyatao!

/5 Alk Paulson (71)

1/5 0ddverg Stiansen (72)

/5 Otto Twingley (73)

Pfc Delphis Bonin (74)

Pvt Leif Eide, first W/T operator, code name "Edgar” (75)

7 (61} p.6%6

(53) wWar Diary Vol 11 p.693; (59) p.694 (60)

(62) p.689 (62) p.690 (617 b.601 (65) p.5v2 (&5 [
(67) D696 (66) p.697 (53] po m.) P69 (71) p.‘l%('f{)p.’lol
(78) p.702 (74) o703 (75) pu ot



OECLASGIFED
Mior Al
o 22d s om e o

VOL. 4-A JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 1944 OPERATIONAL GROUPS

Operatione, 00 Perov Red Cont'd)

to D! h,

Operational Oroup Percy Red was dispatched on the night
of 31 July/l August to tne Department of Haute Vienne in
Central France.

Background of Reelstance in Area
The group wi

to be dispatched to an area where a strong
Maguis organization existed under the leadership of Hanlet,
an organizer sent out by SF HQ. This Maquis had under ite
control approximately §,000 Frenchmen, sose with previous
military experience and eome with many months experience
employing guerrilia tactice against the Germans. A large
supply of stores had been dropped to this area since D-day
and the Maquis were, thererore, fairly well-armed.

The group had, up to this time, successfully carried
out attacks against railroads, roads, and telecommunicstions
in the erea - also destroying two large bridges. As a result,
they had been subject to frequent attacks by the Germans,

The general reglon of France to which the group was to
be sent was under command of the Delegue Militaire Reglonal
known as Ellipse. There were also two Jedburgh teans working
in the general neighborhood - Jedburghs Hugh and Hasten (76),
An SAS party was belleved to be in the vicinity, too, and in
contact with Hamlet.

Purpose of Mission
06 Percy Red was sent to act ms a highly-trained military

cadre for the Maquis, and would assist them in the following
tasks:

3. Repelling eneny attacks.

b, Or 4 carrying cut attacke -
the WEhzaubsa/Brin /Linoges/Vierzon railvay lin

(76) War Diary Vol 4 p
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Speratione, 00 Peroy Red Qont'q)
o r‘uunng and eurnm out aztacks on the wolfras

mines ocated at Fu

and Vaulry near C

Leux,

% Providing sédisional W/T conmunication betvesn BOFI
and the Maqu

The group was instructed to cooperate in all undertakinge
with Haslet, but it would remain under the coamand of DXFFI
Headouarters.
Kethod of Drooping and Reception Coualttee

The group was to be Aropped o a reception comrttee
organized by Hamlet, In the event that the group =issed this

conatttee upon arrival, instructicns were

iven to the zroup
to take cover and delegate one officer to g0 to a specAfied
addre:
Hethod

The group was to go to the field in four aircraft One

where contact with Haglet could be established.

section was to be dlspatched initlally, with the second section
following later subJect to developments.
Somaualceyions

Each section of OO0 Percy Red wes to be dispatched with one
W/T set. However, they were instructed to use Hemlet's /T
setup while in the Naouls area. If the group was on the move
or on distant operations, the No 1 ¥/T operator for the group
wee to cortact hesdquarters. If the group should be sent

out 1n two ssot

ns, one operator w

o g0 ¥ith each seation,
and Both wers to comtact headaurters.
Belations with Other Allieq Unite

Several Jedburgh tess

were known to be operating in the
nt.  The

Lstance and 1t v;

vicinity where OG Percy Red was to de

te

were slso nssleting in organizing r

that tne groups would coms into contact with them,
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Allted For v
It overrun by Allied Forces, the group was to report

to the headquarters of the neurest Alll
Through this officer, the men

contact with the nearest SF Staff,

e group and pa

trem back 1o SF HQ.
Action If Captured

The group took no cover story Witk it to th

taken prisoner, therafors, the men wauld be trented as asldlers

ir unifors rerforairg ordinery military 2ut

Every eeter.

1iched law of warfare would aroly to thes, T

retere,

vould

ve their nases, ranke, and serial rusbers

Informstion Provided to Teaz

The following inforzing was rrovided to the group tefore

1t was diepatched to the field:

s in Haute Vienre.

a. Reststarce organiza:

opography of the arsa with soecial eahasis or the
Wontebban/Bes veLimoges W orson Rativay ot the vofeas
ines at ST Lesnara de Roblat.
Einance

Ench officer in the group tosk 100,800 French france
and 50 Aserican dsllars, Each enlisted man took 53,207
French france ani 50 Aserican dollars
First Word fro. the Field

e

utenant-Colonel Obolensky inforsed nasdsusrters o7 the

Llowing undnted W/T memen e from Gerbert to

sate arrival of tre group:
*Plane safe ‘ut faoetshioc rot
awny. Leg bage falled four droc

Diepatening of A3¢1tioal Pereonrel

After the death of O

ctatr Larsor,
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10] 00 Percy R Cont'd
Jones,8C (*7) was dispatched to mssist Captain Orunseth with
the group's operations. Notice of hie safe arrival was re-
celved at headouarters on 28 August.
Report of Orouc upon Return fros Field
In an interview with Captain Grunseth on 13 Septemver
obtained regarding the

1944, the following informatinn wi
ton of Opersticnal Group Percy Red.

a1
About 0139 hours in the morning on 1 August, the group

was dropped in the Haute Vienne arem of France, It was

beautiful moonlight. Four olane loads t-ok ff, but only

one plane found the dropping zone and dropped its load.

Tvo plene loads were dropped the next night, Tre laet nlene

aropped on 5 August. ALl mezders of the group had juzped

at lesst 12 times before. For some this was the thirteenth

Juep,
Captain Grunseth wos
night Witk 4 others, namely, T/8 Arne Herstad, Coporal Kai

in the plene that dropped the firsr

0.C. Johanson, Pfc Delphis Bonin, and T/3 Fred Jobnson.

They were dropped to a reception comnittee nrganized by Hamlet.

The committee had thinge well organized, but the drop:

was not very satisfactory. Captain Orunseth dropped SO0

yards from the dropping area ond he was the closeat one.
ecbers dropped in creeks or woods, It took four

Thie was due In part to

The other
hours for the group to reassemble.
everyone being extremely cautious about answering eignals
because no one knew whether Gerzans were in the area or

not. Later they learned that nlthough there were no Germans
in the lmmediate vicinity, there was a garrison of scme 200
only atout 12 ailes away. It was telleved tnat they were

unaware of their dropoing.

’) War Diary Yol 11 p.706
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Operations 00 Peroy Red_(Zont'e
As 800n as the group was asserbled they

e token to a

fare which the Maculs had srranged for them. The Maculs in
mewhat dleorganized At this tire because a

German un't h-d juet *

thie ares were

en through and the Maguls had engaged
then 1n a pitenea battle. This had proved alwnet dlssstrous
for the Masuis, Within a week, however, tne group wes reorganized
and operating emoothly.

The terrair in tnle ares was rolling and wooded, which

afforded the best conditinrs for Maouie operations. The groun
recelved excellent cooperation fram the Mooute. They suprlied
then with Intelligence, transportatisn, and

relly eealsted
them 1n corrying out their miseinn.
The group wes aent 1t thia ores to hlock the matisrel

hichway and tne railvays, snd to des-r

& wolfren nice near
3t Leonard de Noblat. They were to

ioras the Germane 1n
Ble way, end Witk tne help of the Yamule, carry out

every pos

demolitions waerever it would Linder tne enemy's advance,

The groun remalned at tne farm houee for several hours
while their eaulnment wsg c-llected.

While here.s meassce wne
sent to hes

nuarters informing them of tneir safe arrivel, but
stating they hsd no contact with any of t

other plere 1oad
The next fev daye were spent looking over the aren nnd
walting for the ot

er clane 1oade to errive, Wren tneir fuld
complenent ¢ 1¢ men and 2 W/T operators hnd ~rrived, they maved

to a lomation herween Sug

ne and La Crousillet.
They set up their headouarters at Suesac, Which wae the
center of Maoule activities. It was about 50 miles froa where

they had dropped. At Sussac th

lenrned that n German

armored train wae going to attempt to spen the railway south
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Operations, 00 Peroy Red, (Cont'd)
of Limoges. Up to that time the Kaquis had :-eseded iIn keeping
the Line cut most of the time. Next morning the group located
the train and followed it trying to fird a zood spot to attack
1t. When the train stopped at Bt Germaine, they planted desmnli-
tione sherd mlong the track. The tratn was traveling -rly
About four or five miles an hour with a man et

toned v front
There were 50 Germans sboard. When
1% anproached the spot where the demolitions had hesn set

a0 lookout for sebotage.

up, the train topped desd. Electric wires lyirg acrnes the

track had been unnoticed by the group. Theas the Germans got
out nna cut.

A few SAS men, who had Joined the group abont thres days
nrevisusly, had set th

selves up ot one ord

£ the tres with
the 0O further down the rosd. It wne n fairly wooded snot.
It wre shout ety

t o'clock tn th

norring, They hod erent the

whole night welting for the trair to come, Wnile the tratn
wos stopped, Germnn aentries were rosted about the ares. One
sentry ceme face to face with an A3 men, He started to shoot
the Serman but was stopped by a Manuls, sa 1t had heen azreed to
have no gunfire until the demoliticne had exploded, Naturally
the Oermer gave the alarm lmmedletely, so when the erour 414

Atsrt firtng they ware faced with Germen machine cun fire,

The
firing wsen't too acrurat

hecnuse they es-ldn't locate the 00a
exact position, At thie orint four of the group, Stianmen,

Pauleon, Olaf Etde, Tvirgley, stood up thue exposing therselves

entirely and fired at tne enemy with Bran gone. Thig threw the
Germans corpletely off guerd nnd probably anved the lives of
the wrole group,

Two of the SAS men were cnptured, and the remining fev

“¥itbdrew, Thie 1aft one flank antirsly oren, no the Ofs Aecided
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Operations, 00 Peroy un ;unm.
to withdraw, tos, blowing up the whole track me they d14. It
wns now ahout 9:30 in the morning. The ambush hadn't proved
successful, but the railway waan't opensd. The tratn topped
about ten yards snort of the last charge 8o it wasn't damnged.
However, flying stesl and debris rrobably got mome of the Ger-
mans. After this nsbush the Germans returned to Limoges and
never nttempted to open the ratlway again.

When the group was rensmembled it was discovered tnat two
men were missing, Cmptain Lereon nnd one enlisted man. The
sergeant turnsd up later, tut Captain Lareon was killed by a

grenade, 1t wns thought. He wne

1ven o very impresnive
funeral by the Mauie nnd buried in n chatesu. The French
people brought mances of flowers and are now caring for his
grave.

About 40 men took prrt in the ambush, including Manuls.
They used Bren guns, Thoepeon sub-smachine gune nnd riflvs.
Later on in Limoges, the SAS men who had been captured were
found, When the Germans auestioned them, they reported that
there were American troope and Frenchtroops in the aren.

This probably accounted in large mensure for the German retreat
1anedintely after the encounter.

After the ambush the group continued to follow the train
ne 1t returned to Limogea. About a day Inter they received
¥OT4 that 2,000 Oermane were moving north out of Limogen. The
Maquie were not esuipped to try to atop them here, an the 00s
et out for 8t Leonard, where thers wae a bridge the Germrne
would have to cross. Outside of 8t Leonard they locrted
200 Germane guarding  wolfram mine. The bridge, however,
wne inside the city. They hrd received varylap renorts thnt

1t wag guarded by Germane, then by French, 8o they eent a
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ance group n to look over the setup.
) wne now working with the group.
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reconnet

Jedburgh Tenm Lee (©

Zav, 7%) wne a membar of this team.

Captnin Charles Brown,
They hnd Joined the group the day after the acbush. Captain
n rew 008 went into the town rnd

nnd
They arrenred

Brown, n few Maouis

found four French civiliane guarding

for them to leave the town with treir familises, and the whole
oll, They

e bridge.

group noved in. There were no Germrne there nt
atorted nlacing dennlitione around the bridge imredintely

Tut 11 wne extremely 1fficult becau

uron their arrival,
two men were compelled to climb down into the river bed.
In zmee of attack, 1t would hove eant sure carture or death
for these two men. Corporsl Sverre Asnonsen rnd Corporal
Arne Hersted volunteered for this hazardous trsk.

The bridge wno conatructed of railway ties in such a
aanner as to make 1t 4ifficult to plece demolitions, It
tosk nbout an hour and r half to conplete the Job, but
on a mile away evidently 41d not get word f 1t

The whole town we warned of

Sermen gnrr

an the group wie not rttacked.
It wae o very successful job,

the placing of the charses.
The whole bridge wns rulled dove. The exploslon nocurrad
About 6:15 1n the morning and the windowa of anny Fousse in
*he ity were broken. Nevertheles, the French civilians
ALl come out nnd chesred the 308 wildly,

conrleted the destructine of the

vty
They later lesrned

On 14 August,
bridge at 3t Leonard, the proup moved ~ut,
t movirg ~ut of Lizogea when the
In

that 2,000 Gerarns were
bridge wa blown. This nnturally delayed their ndvance.
ndd1t1on, the Manuie blocked the ronda they vere using and
After the group hed left St Leonerd,

held ther in Limoges

() Mar Diary Vol 4 o
) War Diary Vol 11 p £67
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Operations, 0G Perey Red, (Cont'd)
200 Germans moved into the city and warned the Macule that if
the bridge were blown again, the whole town would be burned.

At this point, the OGs began to lay plans to take the
German garrison at Limoges. They requested air support from
London and received confirastion, However, 24 hours before the
attack was to begin Hamlet received a m

general at Limogel

age from the German

saying he would like to arrange surrender
tera

Consequently, Captain Brown, Captain Vigny, French,

end Henlet held a conference with him and complete surrender
terms were erranged. While nrrangements were being made,

however, the Germane received orders to move at any cost.

The general returned to the garrison after the meeting and
v

never heard fros sgain.

The Germans retrested by a road that had been left un-
guerded. Hovever, the Macule attacked the group and captured
300 Germans. It was feored that anotner attack might be

forthconing at Limoge

, 80 the group blasted the national
highway about 35 kilometers south of Limoges

The local
sted thes in making a tank ditch scros
They ot1ll had a supply of aines.

nopulation a

the
highwey.

With these
surrounding terrain wee mined nd trees were cut down
and boobdy trepped.

the

All the aide roads were booby trapped, too.
A railroad bridge was blown to block another rosd. T:is
then protected Limoges from troops moving from the south and
there wi

no indicetion of troops from the morth, Thres daye
were spent in fortifying the city in this ssnner.

Hanlet decided to move with the group to Limoges now.

They arrived in time to celebrate the city's liberstion, There
wer

5,090 Mnquie in this area eouipped with one Bren gun for
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Operatione, 06 Percy Red, (Cont'd)

It was believed to be the best armed Maquis

every four men.
in the whole of France.

The Germans were heading north from Bordeaux rttempting
They succesded in

to gt out by cutting north of Le Blanc.
The group then

retaking Chateauroux from the FFI at this tim
to Chazelle and do what 1t could to hinder
For thie, 1t obtained two German gasoline trucks

decided to mo

this mevement.
and a good eupply of gasoline, Heretofore, it hed been
which had proved very unsasiefactory,

ueing 0ld French truck
Upon arriving at Chazelle, the group found the local
Meoule bitter and not very pleased to welcome them. This
Msouts had never received any suppliee from the Alltes, which
nccounted for this feeling. The supplies they had were
dropped in the area evidently by

obtained from containe
oisteke. The OGs remained at Chazelle for two days irying to
locate the Germons. When reports were received from verious
cities of the presence of Germans the men would set out, but
wherever they went they found no Geraane nt all. It was

evident from thie that Maguls intelligence in this area was
nct always accurete,
Finally, on 27 August, the group moved to La Rochefoucsuld

where it recelved good intelligence information from the Manuis.
t out for the national

After investigating the situsticn, all
They encountered o great number of Germane hece

highway.
Thie area wae

tncluding a group of hor
very uneetisfactory for operstions because the land was

drawn artillery,

perfectly flat, 8o they moved farther south end established
themeelves along the highway. While waiting here many German
trucks went by marked "Red Cross®. The group just waited
until a ten-truck troop convoy came along Troope were
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Qrerations, 00 Feroy Red, (Jont'd)
packed s0l1d4ly into these trucks, eo the group decided to
attack, The whole convoy wi

fired on - the firettruck was
thoroughly sprayed with gunfire, Then, to the confusion of

everyone, it was discovered that about 500 yards from thelr

POBition there was a small unit of Germans with machine guns,
Up to now, neither group had seen the other, but now the Germans
sprayed the area with eachine-gun fire,

Another convoy, was coalng along the rond, but the
group was forced to retreat. A colusn of Gerzens were sent
Around to try to cut it off froa the rear, but the group

left on guard was on the alert ard all

naged to withdraw,
No chaualties were suffered by the 008 in the encounter,
This was really miraculous in view of dl the firing that took
place.

The group found itself getting low on gasoline. On 3
Septenber 1t went to Le Blanc, From here it could work on
the national highway. Oerssns vere strong in this area and
there was o group

t up 1n A chatemu nearby, ¥nen the COn
sttacked this chateau they found eight Gersans with one
machine gun. Two of these were killed and the other six vere
captured, It turned out to be a motley group - one Xarine,
one anti-aircraft man, and sose infantry sen. The group had
Posted no guards, and 1t had been comparatively mnay to centure
them. Our men dlscovered the front elements of the retreat
very well organized, but in the rear sections there wns no
organization at all. Thess prisoners had good stocke of

cOgnAc, clgnrettes, and other supolies. These luxuries had

come from the Bordemux garrison it very unailitary feshion,

It weemed to be s case of every zan for himself.
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Operations, 00 Percy Red (Cont'd)

It was deoided to try another ambush oo the highway
since they had heard that S00 German trucks were moving up.
They acouted around, found & g0od position to set up their
squipment and pulled tack into ths woods to walt for wore tn-
formation regarding the convoy. Whils waiting they heard a
1ot of commotion in the areas This turmed out to be about half
& German battalion combing the woods in preparmtion for the

trucks to pass through. The 03a

s forced Lo withdraw
from their position and they went to Lo Blancs

Next day our men found & small garrison of Germene located
in & small town nearby. They sought sssistance from the lical
Maquis to attack. While making plans an American plane flew
over ard strafed the aighway. The sroup signslled to the

plane. Tho pilot recogniscd them and the Flans continued

strafing the Gerpans. T&

Germans then turned their guns
on the plane and succesded in knocking ont the right motor.
The pilot attempted to maks @ landing, tut the rlane got out
of control as it wae nearing the ground and crashed. iho
group was het:

on the gormans and the plane so hey prepared
o be Glacovered as the enemy headsd toward the wreck.

However, the Gormans

ro 30 interested in the plune itself
that they by-passed the group.

Sone Germans

o killed in this engegoment. Ono in
particulsr was killed by the W/T operator who aade & perfect

shot from about €00 feats

Aftor this incident the OGs decided to withdraw esst,

about five =1l

Obolensky of
Group Patrick (40) was working Liere on the highway, 0o they

o plans to work alternate shifts with him. Her

+ again,

they ran into ;reat numbers of Germana. In fact, on tho way.s

(80) War Diary Vol 4-A p.69
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Operations, 00 Parcy Bed (Cont'd,
to aset Lisutenant-Golonel Obolensky, they ware surpri:

2 by =
€roup of Germane. They wers forced to withires and teke to

the diteher

the Garmans ultimstely doing the veme. lLater,

they learnsc thet the group had fallen back on 0G Pat rick with
 terrible fight ensuing. This incident arousad the ares to
the point wasrs no other cperations ol Ls attempted for
« while.

The group got orders from London to work with Lisutenant-
GColonal Cholensky so Hamlet retumned to London. The grous

. AL Leat woight and

their food was only medloore now. #hile the group was rest-
inx up, Lisutemant-Colonel Obolensky received orders from

London for the whole group to retum. Imeediately they pro-

de1 to Le Blano where they got a C-47 which brought thewm
back to England on the morning of 10 Septamber.

Special comendation is due Pfc Delphls Bonin, who woted

interpretar for the group. He was cooperative and
the 2

3isted

ers immessursbly. About five days after the grouf
lended tn Prance

he was 4n a truck accident and broke his
shoulder, He said nothing about it end carrisd on with his

About ten days Lefore the team came mut,

broke nts

Agatn e

10 nothing sbout 1t but propesded with hic
duties, He waa popular with the Prench people wnd worked
very well with thex.

During the entire mission the group found Keauis intelligenca
very unrelisble. 43 = result, much time had to he npent on
reconnalsasnce.

The group received excellant coopsration in rogerds to

supplies. Whatever requests they made were filled immedintely.

W/T communicatlion was very poor. Consequently, the sroup worked

through llaslet's operator most of the bime.
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