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LTC Gary Macnamara (Retired) was awarded 
the “Chapter 78 Member of the Year” at the 
annual Christmas Dinner at the Bahia Corinthian 
Yacht Club. Gary is a long-standing member of 
the chapter and has devoted time and energy to 
various projects from the time he joined us.

Gary played a significant role in two major 
chapter activities in the past six years; the Green 

Beret Shooters Cup and the Reserve Officer Training Candidate 
Program at California State University Fullerton.

Beginning six years ago at the inception and design of the Green 
Beret Shooters Cup, LTC Macnamara began by implementing a 
combat pistol and safety course to train members of the CSUF ROTC 
Pistol Team that were to compete in the first GBSC. He garnered the 
necessary firearms, ammunition and safety officers to conduct this 
course to help develop the necessary skills and safety of cadets who 
were to compete against members of the law enforcement community 
and the military. He was successful and many of these ‘students’ 
outscored the professionals. Because of this success he continued 
the program for the following two years of the competition.  

At the start of the second year of the GBSC, Gary designed and 
implemented a civilian competition to raise further funds which were 
donated to the Green Beret Foundation. During this event he worked 
as safety officer and scored the competition. This side event alone 
brought in several thousand dollars.

Soon after joining Chapter 78 Gary volunteered to attend and 
represent Chapter 78 at the annual ROTC Awards Program, where he 
presented SF Medals and Certificates and later a monetary donation 
to members of the CSUF Cadets. He developed a working relationship 
with the Professor of Military Science and was initially asked to 
teach a military history class. Over the period of a semester with 
excellent reviews on his teaching ability and knowledge of historically 
significant military subjects he was asked to began teaching a series 
of subjects to the CSUF ROTC Cadets. Gary continues to teach and 
is looking forward to the spring semester.

In this issue of the Sentinel Gary Macnamara has written an informative 
article on his first combat tour — in the Dominican Republic in 1966, 
serving as a ‘new’ second lieutenant with the 82nd Airborne Division. 
He later served in Vietnam and we look forward to him writing about 
this tour for the Sentinel. Gary was a company commander in both 
the 1st Cavalry Division (Vietnam) and Special Forces.

Beside a twenty eight year military career Gary Macnamara is a 
retired Los Angeles Police Department Lieutenant. v

Lonny Holmes
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
JANUARY 2016

Happy New Year everyone. I 
hope all of you had a safe and a 
Merry Christmas.

Our Christmas party at the Bahia 
Corinthian Yacht Club was a 
major success. The banquet 
room is only allowed to have 105 
guests — well guess what, I had 
108 people make reservations. 
As luck would have it, I had some 
last minute cancellations so we

 actually had 105 people show up.

The big challenge is always getting to the Yacht Club because of 
the annual Newport Beach Christmas Boat Parade. The traffic can 
be a nightmare.  

Our special guests included Steve and Sandy Lieberman who own 
and operate Artemis Defense Institute in Lake Forest, CA, and who 
will be hosting our next Chapter meeting on January 16, 2016, start-
ing at 0900 hrs. Visit artemisdefenseinstitute.com for directions.

Please contact me if you plan to attend as we need a ‘Head Count’ 
for a continental breakfast and lunch. We will be doing competitive 
shooting after the meeting. Chapter members and their spouses 
shoot free, and the event sponsored by Richard Simonian.  

Our Chapter Member of the Year Award went to Gary Macnamara 
LTC (Ret).

Our other guests included;

Professor of Military Science CSUF LTC Mark Waters and his 
wife Christy.

Senior Army Instructor for Sonora Hans Hunt, LTC (Ret) and his 
Sabrina who escorted the JR ROTC Color Guard.

Our guest speaker was Alex Lizardo LTC (Ret) and his wife Karin.  
Alex served in Korea and Vietnam, and was a member of a highly 
CLASSIFIED unit during the Korean conflict. This Special Opera-
tions Unit was known as the 8240 Group and was not declassified 
until 1990. For further information check Amazon books. You can 
also go on the internet and Google it.

We also had the best turnout from A/5/19, to include COL Mike 
Wise, Commander of SOD (N) who actually did the swearing in of 
the new Chapter Officers for 2016-2017.

They include myself as your President, Don Deatherage as your 
new Vice President, and Gary Macnamara your new Secretary 
and Richard Simonian as the new Treasurer.

Lonny Holmes also made a special presentation to Debra Holm 
for her outstanding work for the Sentinel. Great job Debra.  

The Chapter also presented awards for outstanding service to 
our outgoing officers Lee Martin, Tom Redfern and John Joyce.  
However, John was out of the country and Tom had family obliga-
tions that he couldn’t get out of.

The food was fantastic, the Yacht Club always does a GREAT job. 
I have gotten to know the General Manager, Scott Jones, who is 
my GO TO GUY.  

Although it was raining the Christmas Boat Parade was right on 
schedule and passed the Yacht Club at 1900 hrs.  

Free door prizes were provided by the Chapter. A special thanks 
to Stephanie McHugh who provided some great door prizes for 
the women in attendance.

LTC Waters was asked to say a few words about the CSUF ROTC 
Military Obstacle Course which is to be built on the campus at a 
cost of $200,000.

The obstacle course is to be dedicated to Roy Lopez who gradu-
ated from the CSUF ROTC program, but later died during training. 
The Lopez family made a contribution of $150,000, and a CSUF 
alumni made a donation of $25,000.  

During our November Chapter meeting the membership voted 
unanimously to pledge $2,500 towards a specific obstacle, a six 
foot wooden wall that will include the SF patch along with the 
ABN Tab and SF Tab (now referred to as the long tab). Under-
neath the patch, the words “SFA Chapter 78” will be burnt into 
the wood. As your President, I was able to raise another $2,500.
from the general membership. Those names were mentioned in 
the November Newsletter. 

A picture of the obstacle was provided for viewing to all at the 
Christmas party. The total cost of this one obstacle is $8,500.   
Ground breaking will begin in January, 2016.v

Bruce D Long
President
SGM, SF (Ret)
SFA Chapter 78

http://www.artemisdefenseinstitute.com/page-7742
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“OPERATION POWER PACK”
A Young Lieutenant’s Experiences in the Dominican Republic

By Gary L. Macnamara 

My name is Gary L. Macnamara and I was 
commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant of Infantry 
in September 1965. After completing 
Basic Airborne and the Infantry Officer Basic 
Course (IOBC), I reported to Fort Bragg for 
assignment to the 82nd Airborne Division on 
January 2, 1966. Fort Bragg was very cold 
and I volunteered for assignment to the 1st 

Brigade, which was then in the Dominican Republic.

On April 30, 1965, US Marines and the 82nd Airborne Division 
would be part of an Organization of American States (OAS) peace 
keeping force in the Dominican Republic. The 1st Battalion (ABN), 
508 Infantry was the Division Ready Force (DRF) Battalion. Ac-
cording to the 82nd Airborne Division Readiness SOP, this would 
be the first battalion to deploy followed by the 1st Battalion (ABN), 
505 Infantry, the 2nd Battalion (ABN) 508 Infantry would be the 
third battalion to deploy. MG York, the Division Commander was 
on the first aircraft to land at San Isidro Airfield. At the last minute 
the operation was changed from an airborne operation to an air-
land operation. It was “assumed” that the airfield was in friendly 
hands. This was probably a wise decision since the intended drop 
zone was found to contain coral and there would have been a 
number of injuries. A Marine Task Force landed on Red Beach and 
linked up with the paratroopers on 3 May 1965 about two miles 
southeast of the Duarte Bridge. A rebel sniper fired on the 82nd 
troops and was killed. The Marines heard the fire and thought they 
were being fired upon and fired on the 82nd troops. An angry MG 
York stood up, walked to the middle of the street and identified 
himself by yelling. 

Ultimately the entire 82nd Airborne Division would deploy and two 
Brigades (BDE) would redeploy back to Fort Bragg after the major 
fighting concluded, leaving the 1st BDE to continue the mission 
of “peace keeping” with their three battalions. Approximately 69 
troopers were killed during “Operation Power Pack” and some 
Combat Infantry Badges (CIB) were issued but many were later 
revoked.

When I joined the 1st BDE, I was assigned to the 2nd Battalion 
(ABN) 508 Infantry. The Battalion was bivouacked on the golf 
course of the Embajador Hotel, about six miles west of the Ozama 
River. The 1st BDE Headquarters (HQS) was in the golf course 
club house. The Brigade Commander was Col Hard and the Dep-
uty Commander was LTC Irons (I did not make these names up. 
They are the real names of the personalities.) My Battalion Com-
mander was LTC Costa, a fine gentleman whom I bumped into in 
Vietnam a few years later, but that is a different story. 

I was assigned to “B” Company as 
a Rifle Platoon Leader. My platoon 
Sergeant was SFC Crews and the 
platoon numbered about 35 men. 
Each platoon were billeted in two 
GP Medium tents and the officers 
were housed in two GP Small tents 
at the head of the company street. 
The company headquarters was 
billeted in a GP Medium tent be-
hind the officers’ tents. 1SG Moody 
Turbiville was our company First Ser-
geant and bunked in the rear of the 
headquarters tent. He was a World 
War II veteran of the 82nd and one 
of the best First Sergeants I ever en-
countered. The mess hall was on the 
far side of the company street and 
the food was reasonably good. The 
Division Engineers had constructed 
crowned ungraded streets and the 
Battalion was generally organized 
in a square. The perimeter was sur-
rounded by a concertina fence. A 
helipad was also constructed and 
we rehearsed the relatively new air-
mobile operations.

The Battalion had three main mis-
sions. We had a rifle company con-
duct security or guard duty on the 
exterior of the Jaragua Hotel, Gen. 
Palmers’ quarters and the US Em-
bassy on the island. A second company would be assigned the 
Immediate Ready Force (IRF) mission and would conduct “close 
in” training in the company area. The third mission was external 
training conducted in the rural areas of the Dominican Republic. 
On one occasion while on IRF status my platoon was flown to a 
field location as part of an exercise.

Since we were an Airborne unit, we had to conduct proficiency 
jumps. These were conducted at San Isidro Airfield on the east 
side of the Ozama River, about 20 miles away. Since there was 
still some rebel activity, we usually had an armed detail as we 
travelled the Line of Communication (LOC) across the Ozama to 
the airfield. I made my “cherry” jump from a UH1B, three days 
after landing in country. I was fortunate to have a Sergeant Major 
(SGM) who literally showed me the ropes. Our Drop Zone (DZ) 
was a sugar cane field which was named the Dickey Chapel Drop 

Gary Macnamara

Insignia of the 82nd 
Airborne Division

Insignia of the 508th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment 
(508th PIR, “Red Devils” or 

“Fury from the Sky”)
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We also had some lessons learned. I spoke to SSG Jack Merle, 
who was the Anti-Tank Platoon Sergeant. The rebels had occu-
pied and were thought to be unloading weapons from a ship, the 
Santo Domingo, on the west side of the Ozama River. Jack fired 
on the ship and put a 106mm recoilless rifle rounds at the water 
line of the ship and it sank into the harbor.

One of the critical operations for me was the Battalions’s deploy-
ment around the US Embassy in response to demonstrations on 
1 May 1966. My radio operator (RTO) was on guard duty outside 
the embassy and was getting his boots shined by a Dominican 
boy. The RTO was changing his rifle from his left side to his right 
side and the rifle caught on the hook of his web gear and dis-
charged killing the Dominican boy. Since this was the anniversary 
of the revolution we had major demonstrations. We did not have 
much riot control training, but fortunately we did not have to repel 
demonstrators coming over the walls, but we had the tear gas if 
we needed it. 

We knew that our mission was coming to an end. Elections had 
been held in the Dominican Republic and Balaguer was elected 
President. The rebel leader Caamano left the island from our he-
lipad at Camp Randall. My platoon had the mission for the front 
gate through which he passed. On 21 September 1966, we bid 
a fond farewell to our tropical paradise. As soon as we left the 
compound the Dominicans stormed our camp and started remov-
ing the tin from the roofs of the semi-permanent building to use 
for their own shelter. We moved by truck to Red Beach and were 
met by the United States Navy. We were to be transported to the 
United States on a Landing Ship Tank (LST). The entire battalion 
and equipment was loaded on the LST. While moving up the en-
trance ramp in the bow, I met one of my high school classmates. 
He was an Ensign and we established old acquaintances. We had 
been informed that the ship was air conditioned. What they did

Zone (She was a reporter who was killed in Vietnam. The Chaplain 
who administered the last rites to her was named Mc Namara, but 
again that is a different story). My first jump was a bit of a heart 
stopper, when I landed in a sugar cane with leaves over my head 
and had a Dominican national moving toward me with a machete. 
He wanted to carry my parachute to the turn-in point for a nomi-
nal fee. Needless to say I vowed to be prepared and carried a 2” 
revolver under my jungle fatigues.

Since the Brigade had been in the Dominican Republic for over 
six months, it was decided that we would conduct squad and pla-
toon level Army Training Tests (ATT). Much of my previous train-
ing had not adequately prepared me for some of these exercises. 
The maps we used were photo maps with a superimposed grid. 
Terrain features were very difficult to discern. Usually the area in 
which one was interested was covered by a cloud marked with a 
“c”. My squads passed their ATTs and I passed my platoon ATT. 
With the high heat and humidity I had my first encounter with heat 
cramps. Fortunately it was toward the end of the day and I was 
able to rehydrate and complete the mission.

I was later transferred to “A” company and assigned an S Rifle 
Platoon Leader. My Company Commander was Wayne Wheeler, 
one of the best company commanders under whom I served. My 
platoon Sergeant was SSG Partain, a veteran of the 187 RCT 
“Rakkasans” from Korea. I learned a lot from him. Among the 
missions my platoon was assigned was to conduct an airborne 
operation from a C-123 aircraft and move to an area to set up 
and run a M79 qualification range. Of course we had to build the 
range and take it down. The high point of the day was a shoot off 
between me and SSG Partain. The prize was a case of beer. Boy 
that beer tasted good.

The Brigade also had to build an M16 qualification range for our 
annual qualification. I still have my official qualification DOMREP 
orders for “expert” with the M16 rifle.

Then 1st Lt Gary Macnamara in the Dominican Republic. 2nd Battalion (ABN) 508 Infantry “B” company staff

Continued on page 6
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SFA Chapter 78 Christmas Dinner 2015
December 19, 2015 • Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club
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w

q	LTC Gary Macnamara 
receiving the Member of 
the Year Award from 
Bruce Long

w	Bruce Long presenting a 
service award to outgoing 
chapter secretary 
Lee Martin

e	Lonny Holmes presented 
Debra Holm a service 
award for four years 
as Assistant Editor and 
Graphic Designer of the 
frequently Award Winning 
SENTINEL

r	CSM Robert Crebbs 
founding Secretary of SFA 
C-78 in 1997, provided the 
POW MIA Presentation 

t	LTC Waters, Professor 
of Military Science at 
California State University 
Fullerton, ROTC Program, 
evening guest speaker

y	Guest speaker Alex 
Lizardo LTC (Ret)e
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u	Colonel Michael Wise and 
Richard Simonian

i	Kenn Miller and his wife 
Hwei-li

o	MSG Boteilho

a	Sandy and husband Steven 
Lieberman, owners of 
Artemis Defense Institute

s	Newlyweds, Megumi and 
Andrew Gabroy. Andrew is 
CEO of Grid 35.

d	SFC Robert Pugh

f	SGM Hank Elyicio, 
A Company, 19th SFG(A)

g	SSG Richard Tang and SFC 
Richard Bruce

h	MSG Kris Boodaghian, 
SFC Doug Dietel and  
SSG Cory Peterson 
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SFA Chapter 78 Christmas Dinner 2015 Continued

Operation Power Pack 
Continued
not tell us was that the air conditioning only 
cooled the interior of the ship from 120 de-
gree to 80 degrees.

When we arrived at the port of Wilming-
ton, we were bussed to Fort Bragg. A new 
Chapter was being written to the Division’s 
history. Many of 2nd Lieutenants were pro-

moted to First Lieutenant and transferred to 
the 3rd BDE, which had many companies 
commanded by 2nd Lieutenants. The 1st 
BDE was put through a series of inspec-
tions including a Command Maintenance 
and Management Inspection (CMMI) and 
an Inspector General (IG) inspection.

For a young 2nd Lieutenant I can think of no 
better experience than joining a unit on an 
overseas assignment? I learned so much 

about myself and the Army. I had the same 

platoon for at least six months and knew 

every man by his walk, sound of voice, and 

appearance. 

I would like to remember two Lieutenants 

with whom I served in the Dominican 

Republic who did not return from Vietnam 

— Lt. Richard Galen and Lt. Alan Perrault. 

All gave some. Some gave all. v

q	 Colonel Michael J. Wise, giving the “Oath of Office” to the SFA C-78 2016-

2017 Officers — Chapter President, Bruce Long; Vice-President, Don 

Deatherage; Treasurer, Richard Simonian; Secretary, LTC Gary Macnamara 

and Sergeant At Arms/Quartermaster, Mark Miller

w	 Ingrid and John Creel and friends

e	 Sonora High School JROTC Cadets Eom and Sandoval, members of the Color 

Guard for the 2015 SFA C-78 Christmas Gala

r	 Sonora High School JROTC Senior Cadet Eom on Color Guard

t	 Brad Welker and John “Tilt” Stryker Meyer
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