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The Secret War in Vietnam
WHERE WARRIORS NEVER WENT AND WERE INJDRFD OR KILILFD
TWO GREAT BOOEKS — "ACROSS-THE FENCE™ & "ON THE GROUOND™
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= JOHN STRYKER MEYER

ACROSS
THE FENCE

THE SECRET WAR IN VIETNAM
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For aight yeors, far Deyond the battiefields of Vietnam and the glare of meda
dstortions, American Green Berets fought & deadly secret war in Laos and
Cambodiia under the sogis of the t10p secret Miltary Assistance Command Vietnam
- Shudies and Observations Growp, o SOG.

Go decp It the Jungie with five SOG warrions surrounded by 10,000 enermy
roops &5 they Stack up the dead 10 build a human buttress for protection. Witness.
& Groen Beret, shot in the Back four timas and left for dead, wiho survives Bo Hight
savaQely a03inst InCredible 0ads to Compiete Mis Mmissions.

Shudder a5 an enoryy soldier touched a Groen Beret's hoot in the dark, hoping
o makoe & ki, Cringe &% & Sergeant on SOG Spice Toam Louisiana calls in an ar
striloe on his toam to Dreak am enemy’s MEack, and loses a log in an ouwt-of-body
expenence

I you peck up this ook, you will not e abie 10 Pt & down untl you're firsshed readng.
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ACROSS THE FENCE

The Secret War in Vietnam

"Anyone interested in the Vietham War in general, and the secret war in par-
ticular, will appreciate this well-written narrative of a SOG warrior’s first tour
of duty at FOB 1, the Phu Bai launch site for what would eventually be
known as CCN. The author, whose nickname “Tilt” comes from his days as
a youngster playing pinball machines in Trenton, New Jersey, is an
educated, skilled writer who has taken what others might recite as cold facts
and woven a taut, suspenseful series of episodes from one of the deadliest
years in the history of the Studies and Observation Group. The history of
this war will not be told by one book, but Tilt has added an important piece
to what one day will be a total picture of the Second Indochina War.."

ISBN: 978-0-9832567-0-0
Price: $24.95

Click on the above link to order now!!
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President SFA 78

PRESIDENTS COLUMN
July 2011

Velvet Andrews Smith, the Director and Screen-
play writer of the “Ripple Effect,” a film about an
A-Team in Afghanistan, attended Chapter 78’s
June 11 meeting. She brought members a copy
of the film on DVD and 2 boxes of Macanudo
Hampton Court Cigars which were the same as
used in the movie. Following a presentation and
discussion on the making of the “Ripple Effect’
we presented her with a Shooters Cup Challenge
Coin and several ‘T’ shirts with the Shooters Cup
logo for her and her husband Kirk, the films
editor.

On Memorial Day | attended the ceremonies in
Washington, DC at the Wall. There were multiple
speeches by invited guests of the government
and | even ran into an old friend who was speak-
ing, Diane C. Evans, who gave a short talk on the
Woman'’s Vietham Memorial. We had met in the
late 1980’s when she was touring the country
raising money to develop the woman’s memorial
and | was chair of a national veteran’'s caucus. |
was surprised to note that the ‘mall’ was not
packed with visitors. However on Sunday May
29, there was barley standing room only along
the entire mall and all the memorials. It seemed
that all America turned out for the holiday one day
early, and all were very friendly and very courte

ous. What a change from our returning from the
Vietnam War..

Chapter 78 had its first ever fund raising activity on
June 3 to 5 at Raahauges 19th Annual 2011 Sports
Fair. Our chapter had a booth near the entrance
which was a prime location to get the attention of
all the visitors. Total attendance was between
10,000 to 15,000, over the weekend. Steve
Cowan, Bruce Long, John Joyce, Brad Welker,
Terry Cagnolatti and wife Juliette, and | in rotations
staffed the sales booth from 8am to 6pm daily.
Aaron Anderson of the Green Beret Foundation
stopped by on Saturday and brought some GBF
shirts and brochures. We sold 1350 raffle tickets,
about 75 ‘Shooters Cup Challenge Coins, and a
fair number of event ‘T’ shirts. Total sales gener-
ated about $4800 for the Shooters Cup. Raahaug-
es proved to be a good start for our initial effort.
Now we are expanding our efforts and have rented
booths at two guns shows over the summer. Both
of these shows have a high attendance so we may
be able to further generate the funds required to
host the 2011 Special Forces Association Chapter
78 “Shooters Cup” on October 8. For these shows
we need your help. We found that it takes a mini-
mum of 3 chapter members to ‘man’ the booth.
Many of the interested purchasers want to also
speak with members about the army and Special
Forces. This is a good public relations event as
well as a fund raiser. So please sign up for a spe-
cific show and date at the July meeting. See the
dates and locations below.

Crossroads of the West GunShows
July 30 and 31

Ontario Convention Center
Ontario, CA

August 20 and 21
Orange County Fairgrounds
Costa Mesa, CA

Lonny Holmes
SFA 78




SENTINEL

.....
......

.....
------
.....
......
.....
......

L e . et PO Fac N2 i 3 ~
Bob Shaffer,Gene Williams, Gene and Jack Williams, Lonny Gene and Jack Williams,
Lonny Holmes, Jack Wil- Holmes, Bob Shaffer, 2011. Lonny Holmes, Gordon Den-

niston, DC 2011.

Vs a—
L —

== Eesmmmm—m————— |

-
i.i
3

|

Jack Williams, Lonny Holmes, WWII War Memorial, parachute
Vietnamese Restraunt. bronze, 2011. Lonny, Jack and
Gene Williams, Bob Shaffer.

SFA 78 Fundraiser at Mike Raahuage’s Gun Show

=

SFA 78 Booth SFA 78 Members; Terry Cagnolatti, Steve Bruce, Lonny and Terry give a thumbs
Cowan, Bruce LongAaron Anderson, up for positive performance after sell-
Lonny Holmes working the booth. ing the 500th raffle ticket.

Lonny Holmes, President
Chapter 78
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Tﬁey gave their all }[ar us, now here iyyour chance to jiue romefﬁiry back to them. Please donate now

The United States Army Special Forces, commonly known as the Green Berets, produces
some of our nation’s finest and most elite warriors. They fight across a broad spectrum of
missions in the pursuit of freedom for those oppressed and to protect our nation from those
who seek to do us harm. They are known as our country's quiet professionals. The Green
Berets have been defending our nation against its enemies throughout the last 5 decades in
times of peace and war.

The liberties we enjoy as Americans don’t come without a cost. The Special Forces bear the
burden of having the highest number of wounded personnel of any other U.S. Special Oper-
ations Forces (SOF) proponent. The Green Beret Foundation serves these quiet profession-
als who bravely serve the American people and its freedoms.

In an effort to fill the gaps in support left by the boundaries of other organizations, the GBF
facilitates assistance to our wounded, ill and injured Special Forces soldiers and their
families. We do this by providing resources to ease the burdens of some of the financial
hardships that arise in their time of need as well as improving the quality of life for the
soldier and the family.

DONATE NOW

https:/ / secure.commonground.convio.com/ 8reenberet/ clonation/


https://secure.commonground.convio.com/greenberet/donation/
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Shooters Cup
080CT2011

Please view our website for complete details
www.sfa78cup.com

Click the image for a preview

Chapter 78 event organizers have been busy this month. Springfield Arms just signed on
with us as a sponsor and we will be having tables at several local gun shows June-August to
promote our event and sell raffle tickets for the Glock 19, event T shirts and coins. Please
contact a Steve Cowan, Lonny Holmes or John Joyce to purchase any of these items. October
is rapidly approaching and we need your help to raise money.

A fundraiser for The Green Beret Foundation
sponsored by Special Forces Association Chapter 78



www.sfa78cup.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJwTUko8FyA

Special Forces Association
Chapter 78 — Membership Meeting
June 11, 2011

Call to Order 0950 by Lonny Holmes President
Pledge of Allegiance - Robert Crebbs
Invocation — Richard Simonian

Chapter 78 Members Present: Bruce Long, Aaron An-
derson, Ed Barrett, Mike Keele, John Meyer, Gary Mc-
Namara, Sal Sanders, Jim Duffy, Jean Ramos, Richard
Simonian, Ramon Rodriquez ,Mark Miller, Terry Cag-
nolatti, Lonny Holmes, Al Watts, Brad Welker, Robert
Crebbs , Tom Redfern, David Sullivan, Jack Eckles,

Guests: G. Lee Martin & Henry Santo

Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Richard Simonian
Secretary’s Report : No meeting last month (May 2011)
Tom stated that the day at the range was success, after
expenses $175.00 was raised for the chapter.

Guest: Velvet Smith was introduced. She wanted to
thank the chapter and everyone who assisted with the
making of “The Ripple Effect”. DVD’s and cigars were
given out to each chapter member.

National Convention: Jim Duffy will represent the
chapter at the SFA National convention being held later
this month in Florida. The chapter gave Jim $500 to
help with his travel expenses. Jim presented a conven-
tion sample coin and will purchase for anyone interested.
Jim will also invite Ron McCann & Cliff Newman to our
annual Christmas party.

Terry Cagnolatti: Update on the Web site & Sentinel.
The Sentinel goes around the world. Web site updating
is very easy, need more bios and photos.

Shooters Cup — Bruce, Aaron, Lonny, Terry and Steve
did a great job at Raahauges Gun Fair this June 3,4,5.
They sold raffle tickets, t-shirts and coins raising over
$4600 for the up coming shooters cup.

SENTINEL

There are two more gun shows coming up. The first
will be at the Ontario Convention Center on July 30 &
31. The second on will be at the O.C. Fair Grounds
August 20 &21. We need chapter members the help at
each event. There will be volunteer sign up sheets for
each event. The gun shows are an excellent venue to
sell our raffle tickets, coins and t-shirts.

Raffle for Glock: Concern should a chapter member
win the raffle. Noted that only 2500 tickets will be sold
so there is a good chance that a Chap 78 member could
win. It was decided & voted on that should a chapter
member win the raffle prize, Richard S. would pur-
chase a second gun to be given to the Chapter winner
at the Christmas Party. A non-chapter member will
win the first gun.

Winner of the raffle will have their picture taken with
Col. Donlon

High Point shooter will win a pistol — may have several
more for the cup.

Shooters Cup: Build on this first event. ROTC will be
involved in training and volunteering to help at the
Shooters Cup. Need lots of PR for sponsors & contes-
tants.

Chapter members training ROTC cadets.

Gary McNamara to contact ammo vendors for dona-
tions.

Contact food vendors — supply food for event
Need to lock in by August. Time for Teams to commit.
Team names, t-shirt size, and special t’s for the com-

petitors.

Cup rules on line next 2 weeks. Ammo bring their
own. The cup committee will be meeting soon.

Motion for Adjournment. Approved
Meeting adjourned at 1140

Tom Redfern
Secretary
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The Special Forces Ring

Command Sergeant Major (R) Jim Hargraves says. ..
“The Original Special Forces Ring,”
designed and crafted by Heritage Jewelers,
7t the SF community as
for: Special Forces. = =

K SO

Lay-A-Ways w J All Major
Welcomed Credit Cards Accepted

Steve, Rose & Ken Berti’'s 35 Years of Service

114 Westwood Shopping Center, Fayetteville, North Carolina 28314

(910) 867-5935 - 1-800-457-6621

www.heritagejewelersfnc.com email: heritagejlrs@earthlink.net
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Chapter 78 Members Terry Cagnolatti, Steve Cowan, Lonny Holmes
and Brad Welker with Director Velvet Smith

A Reflection on RIPPLE EFFECT
By
Velvet Andrews Smith
Writer/Director/Producer

I wrote the first draft of the script for Ripple Effect in 2007. In the spring
of 2010, | was one of only eight women chosen from across the nation
to make a short film for the American Film Institute’s Directing Work-
shop for Women. This elite Fellowship was created to promote the ca-
reers of emerging female directors in the TV/Film industry. | set out to
make the highest quality film possible, with a focus on telling an au-
thentic, compelling story. That also meant | needed the technical
advice of real Green Berets. Since then, I've had the honor of getting to
know some members of Special Forces Association Chapter 78.
Ripple Effect is a fictional story about an SF ODA conducting a
MEDCAP in a remote village of Southern Afghanistan. The 18D makes
a connection with a young Afghan boy by helping the boy’s father, who
has been fatally wounded by the Taliban. However, the visit is cut short
when the ODA observes signs of an impending ambush. They rapidly
begin to depart from the village before civilians are caught up in the po-
tential crossfire. The boy realizes the ODA convoy is heading directly
into the path of an I.E.D. He risks his life to stop them, just before the
bomb is detonated, narrowly missing them all. Back at the FOB, the
18D convinces the Team SGT and Team Leader that the boy faces cer-
tain death by the Taliban in retribution for helping the Americans. With
the father’s critical medical condition, the ODA returns with a MEDE-
VAC, airlifting the boy and his father to safety.

In my search for technical advice, I first dealt with the Los Angeles Film
Office of the U.S. Army Public Affairs. After going through several mili-
tary channels, the Department of Defense granted me approval to film
at Fort Irwin. However, they wanted me to change my script to involve a
Combat Brigade Team. My story had been tailored to the unique nature
of the Green Berets. Therefore, | would have to forego the military sup-
port of my production and make it happen on my own.

In May of 2010, | contacted Lonny Holmes, President of the Special
Forces Association Chapter 78. Lonny was the first person to offer real
technical advice and support. | met with Lonny, Steve Cowan, Terry
Cagnolatti and Brad Welker to talk about the script.

They were full of insight, and took time to answer my endless questions.
| asked about technical details and team dynamics. | wanted to know as
much as | could, including how real Green Berets talk and think. As | lis-
tened to their personal experiences, | realized that each Green Beret has
traveled on a personal journey that far surpasses the boundaries of life
as we know it in the United States. Getting to know them has given me a
greater appreciation for Green Berets as individuals, and as a whole.

In July, after six weeks of auditions, the actors had been cast. I thought it
would be useful if the actors could meet with real Green Berets. Lonny or-
ganized a meeting, and Chapter 78 members from all over Southern
California met with us at AFI. The meeting gave the actors some real con-
nections to the world of the Green Berets. John Stryker Meyer was gra-
cious enough to give us all copies of his incredible book, On the Ground:
The Secret War in Vietnam. The actors left that meeting feeling inspired
and motivated.

Steve Cowan was especially generous with his time and attention to
detail during the entire process of pre-production. | asked for his feed-
back on dialogue and different situations in the script. After | found a
film set in Valencia, CA, Steve drove for several hours to scout the loca-
tion with me and again later with the cast and crew. He explained to us
how an ODA would act in the scenario of this village, including standard
protocols and how security perimeters would be set up. We inspected
the Humvees that | was renting for the film, and requested that the tur-
rets be built up (when we first saw them, they were nothing more than a
single metal shield and a .50 cal). Steve also met with my Production De-
signer more than once, all in an effort to achieve the finest details, such
as what we might see inside a Humvee, or what the FOB would look like.
When | called some of Hollywood'’s legendary costume rental houses, |
was given the wrong information as to which uniform Green Berets wear.
Thankfully, | found one costume house that had the multi-cam uniforms.
Steve was there for the cast fittings to help make sure everything was as
accurate as possible. He was also a tremendous asset helping to select
the prop weapons. We even asked the prop house to paint the guns
(desert color instead of gun-metal black), all in an effort to create au-
thenticity.

In late July 2010, it was time to shoot the film. Lonny, Steve, Terry and
Brad were all there in the hot desert, filming from sun up to sun down.
Their presence proved to be invaluable. Despite meticulous planning,
things change by the moment when filming. They were there when we
needed advice. They were there when | needed someone to drive Hum-
vees on some tight hillsides, or when | needed a few more guys to wear
the SF uniform. They were there with us for every moment.

We stayed connected during the months of post-production. When we
finished the film in May 2011, they joined us for the Premiere at the
Director's Guild of America. It's been an honor making this film with
them, and getting to know them. They’ve been an essential part of bring-
ing Ripple Effect to life; and for that, I'm deeply grateful.
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Next meeting

Saturday July 9th, 2011
0900hrs

Special Guest Larry Serra, MAC V SOG, will be giving a presentation. Guests to include: Phil Babb, the
NILO at Ha Tien the year before me; Mike Williams, a former naval intel officer who is now FBI and on
the local joint terrorism task force; and an SF/SOG fellow whom you might know, Bob Koch from Te-
mecula.

5646 Corporate Way Cypress, CA90630

Map to the Post 295
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Raffle, guest speakers, breakfast and more.
American Legion Post 295
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