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SPECIAL FORCES
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OPERATI()NAL

Detochment (ommonder
(optoin/l  8A

"Teom Leoder"

0perotions Sergeont
Moster Sergeont/l 8Z

"Teom Sergeont"

Weopons Sergeont
(Senior)

Sergeont First  Closs/ l  8B
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Assi$onl Delorhment
(ommonder

Worront 0ffieeri I80A

J

0perotions ond lntelligence
Sergeo nt

Sergeont First  Closs/ l  8F

Weopons Sergmnt
{J unior)

Stoff Sergeont (losil1 88

t'"+*''ig. '

"Twelve guys con go in there ond do thot. Troin 500 people or more...}o" lwelve guys con go In there ond do thot. l roin 500 people or more.Jo

*work with us ogoinst o common enemy. We're the only unit thot.Sdo-
thot. Everybody else con dobble in it. But,Jhot's.our breod ond
doy ond night. Thot's whot we do." .,,, != ' ' .-,-_JE

DETACHMENT .  ALPHA

Engineer Sergeont
(Senior)

Sergeonf First Closs/l 8C

Medicol Sergeont
(Sen i o r)

Sergeont First Clossil 8D

(ommunicotions
Sergeont (senior)

Sergeont First Closill 8E
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- ' *$troy enemy lorgels.

' 
;"drorcAttlRcEAfi+i IOR): Prffifrbl duties include ensuring

oris, indirect f ire, onti-oircroft ond onti-ormor weopons.

WEAPONS SERGEANT (JUNIOR): Troined on numerous iypes
of weopons, both foreign ond domestic. Becouse of the voriety
of weopons 'found in mony of lhe countries fo which the detoch-
menl moy deploy, he is required lo remoin proficient in 89 different
weqpons syslems.

bose insfollolions in Theote*". '

"The militory hos one force thol is speciolly toilored lo either fight insur-
gencies or fighr countei-insurgencies, ond thol's- Speciol Forces. We're
irqined for i i ...........|t 's the d-octrine lhof we *orLoff of."

d erocdmbrr's medicslBre po red nes6*Qn d esto bl is h i n g f ie I d m ed i -

ionol worfore

te
r-
ng

include in-
used by leom
units. Troins
"'bf rodios, rodio

ions.  He od-

, ond prepores

Quolif ied to instoll
HF ond sotell i te rodio

rodiQ ihes-
rodio nets. This

mission colls for the ODA life

,l 
commg:

He |eods o nd tto i ns smo | | unitffii@ffiffil ondffi=ffienii
combot operotions, smoll orms, light ondhes)ry crew served weop-

DETACHMENT t  )UrV pOStTTONS
DETACHMENT COIvIMANDER: Responsible for supervision ond
leodership of  the leom. Of port iculor importonce is the t ro in ing ond
deployment of the detochmenl. In oddition lo supervisory obil it ies,
dur ing deploymenls he is pr imori ly concerned wi ih estobl ishing
ropport wirh U.S. ond foreign counterports ond serves os o l ioison
belween lhe leom ond olher units.

OPERATIONS SERGEANT:
plonning, orgoniz ing ond
sures oll delochment
speciolt ies ond ore cr$Fi
ensures ol l  me
commonder on ol ond the
heoltb..qnd welfo

he ossi
supervl

Stonds
i fa

9Pt-
ciol Forces Sergeonl, he
ond hos odvonced troini
intell igence operotions

ASSISTANT
Forces operolions
oreos, ond Intel l igeq
dur ing ol l
formolion is crit icol t6
is given qn .l 8F
develops informqfi

WEAPONS SERGEANJ (sEN

ENGINEER SERGEANT (SENIOR): Dut ies include performing,

supervis ing,  instrucl ing l ight  conslrucl ion ond demol i t ions in conven-

lionol ond unconventionol worfore operotionol oreos.

ENGINEER SERGEANT (JUNIOR): In oddi t ion lo convenl ionol  ond

f ie ld expedient demol i t ions,  the Engineer is t ro ined in corpenlry

eleclricol work, plumbing, ond mosonry conslruction. He hos the

ski l ls  to bui ld o schoolhouse or o br idge os wel l  os the obi l i ty  io
.4. *-'.#tro' enemv lo roets.



THE TJNTTED STATES ER&&' I ;PECIAL FORCES GROUPS
l  s t  Spee io l  Forees Group (Airborne):
ln i t io l ly  oci ivoled on 24 June 1957 ot  Comp Droke,
Jopon. Al l  i ts  e lemenis were ei ther en route to Okinowo
or on temporory duty in Souih Vieinom on thot dote.
Wos inoct ivqted on 28 )une 1974 ond then reocl ivoied in

1984. Thef i rs i  e lementwos reoci ivoied ot  For l  Brogg, NC on l5 Morch
1984. The Group is s iot ioned ot  For i  Lewis,  WA with one of  i ts  bottol -
ions forword-stot ioned oi  Okinowo. The block border wos odded of ter
the ossossinotion of President John E Kennedy os o morker of respeci.

3rd Speeiol Forces Group (Airborne):
Formed with codre f rom ihe I  s i .  5th ond 7th Soeciol
Forces ond ihe Speciol  Forces Troining Group. The f losh
colors ref lec ' f  i ts  or ig inoi ion f rom eoch of  these uni is.  The
3rd wos in i i io l ly  oct ivo. led on 5 December 1963. They

were deoctivoted in 
.l969 

ofter seryice during the Vietnom Wor ond
fhen reoctivoted ot Fori Brogg, NC on 29 Jvne 

.l990 
wifh members

pr imori ly f rom the 5th Speciol  Forces Group. The 3rd SFG ini t io l ly  hcd
responsibil i ly {or the Coribbeon ond oll of the weslern pori of the
continent of Africs. Siotioned st Fort Brogg, NC.

5th Speciol Forces Group (Airborne):
Derives its lineoge {rom The First Speciol Service Force
of World Wor Il. Reconstiiuted on 1 5 April I 960 os *he
5fh Speciol Forces Group ond officiolly oclivoted on 2l
Sepiember l96l ot Fort Brogg, NC. By Februory 

.l 
965, rhe

Group wos fully deployed to Vietnqm qnd remoined unfi l 5 Morch 
,|971.

The 5ih remoined ot Fort Brogg, NC unii l l0 June'l 988, ond uncosed ils
colors on I6 June ' l988 ot its new home ot Fort Compbell, KY. The flosh
once bore diogonol yellow ond red siripes, in recognilion of the Vielnom
service of the I st ond 7th Speciol Forces Groups. The white border wos
odded in memory of Presidenf Kennedy.

7th Speciol Forces Group (Airborne):
Troces ils lineoge to the First Speciol Service Force of World
Wor ll, ond the flosh color reflects its lineoge bock to the
red US-Conodo orrowheod of lhe commondo unilts shoul-
der potch. lt wos reoctivoted on 25 Sepiember ' l  953 ot Forl

Brogg os +he 77rh Speciol Forces. In 
.l960 

lhe Group wos designoled os
ihe 7th Speciol Forces Group. Severol other Groups were formed from
the 7th during Speciol Forces exponsion in the eorly -I960s. Upon the
deoctivotion in 1972 of one of those uniis {fhe 8th SFG in Ponomo} the
3rd Bottolion, 7ih SFG wos formed. The 7th SFG, in its entirefy, is cur-
rently slotioned oi Fort Brogg, NC

' lOth Speciql Forees Grourp (Airborrne):
Troces i t i  l ineoge bock io the First  Speciol  Service Force

of World Wor l l .  The 1Oth wos oct ivoied l9 June - l952

ot Fort  Brogg, NC. On I  I  November,1953, they estob-

l ished o forvrord bose in Bod Tolz, Germony. As o boi-

to l ion,  th is uni i  moved to Siut tgort ,  Germony in July 199- l .  ln Septem-
ber 

, l968, 
the Group, minus one bot io l ion,  wos restot ioned ot  Fort

Devens, MA where they stoyed through Augusi  
, l995. 

On September,
1995, they of f ic io l ly  uncosed lheir  colors ot  Ft  Corson, CO. The or ig i -
nol  f losh wos cut f rom o fel t  pool  toble cover.

I  gth Speciql Forces 6roup (Airborne):
One of two Speciol  Forces Groups in ihe Not ionol
Guord, they plon, conduct ond support  speciol  opero-
l ions in ony operol ionol  environmeni.  The Not ionol
Guord Specioi Forces Groups hove o two fold mis-

sion. Their federol mission is fo provide troined Soldieis ond units
to designoted commonds lo conduci speciol Qperotions in support
of o federol mobil izotion. Their slale mission is to supporl slole
ond locol ogencies in fhe event of o nolurol or m.on-mode.disosler..
With heodq-uorlers in Droper, Utoh, they ore geogrophicolly spreod
ocross eight Stotes {Ul WA, WV, OH, Rl, CO, CA, TX). Since the- 

-
deoctivolLn of the i I th ond I 2th SFG of the Army Reserve on I 5
Sepiember 

.l 
995, the ' l  9rh is one of lwo remoining" Speciol Forces

Groups in the Reserve system. The teol blue flosh dotes bock to.the 
-

color given to unossigned units in the 
.|950s, 

ond is olso lhe color of
the SF shoulder potch.

-  ^- ' ,  20th Speciql  Forces Group (Airborne):
f  )  r  Heodquortered in Birminghom, Alobomo rhe 20th
d i b , Speciol Forces Group is one o{ ihe iwo Army Noiionol
W. Guord Speciol  Forces Groups. The 20rh hos uni ls

dispersed ocross seven sloles (MA, MD, VA, AL, MS,
KY, lL). The first-ever Reserve Componenl Speciol Forces Group lo
be mobil ized, the 2Oth entered federol octive duty on 20 Februory
199 1 . They mobil ized, lroined, ond were volidoied ot Fort.B.toSg.,
NC. The 2brh SFG begon modif icot ion of  the or ig inol  teol  b lue f losh
in 1967 .  The current f losh wos odopted in 1973- Bofh the 19th ond
2Oth Group were oct ivoted in 

. l961, 
moking them the second oldest

Speciol Forces Groups currently in service'

"There's o need for... whot you mighi coll o direct oction type mission
on occosion io seporote ihe bod guys from the populoiion. l i  hos to be
bqlonced, becouse the effeci thoi you get on o populotion is lhe greotest
if i t 's bolonced- there hos to be some securily in lhe oreo."

f !rq#
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SPECIAT FORCES ICORE TASKS

. Unconventionql Worfsre

. Foreign Infernql Defense
'  Speciol  Reconnoissqnce
. Direct Action
. Combofing Terrorism *::''..

.  Applycopobi l i t ies indirecl ly - :

.  Develop mult ip le opt ions 1,  ' ; .

ol

. Ensure legitimocy/ credibil$bg{ S-O.

. Anficipote qnd control psychdqicql effecfs

SPECIAL EPERATIONS IMPERATIVES

. Understwrd lhe'@erotionol environmenf

. Recognize poliHcol implicqtions

. Focil itole interqgency qctivit ies. Focil itole interqgency qctivif ies

. Engoge fhe threqt-discrimincrtely'-

. Consider tong-term effects .. =,
tt
t
o

. Ensure long-t

. Provide suffic igence ' r'i1:l

. Bqltrnce securify ond synchronizqtion
;:
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A HISTORY OF SPECIAT FORCES

Coloniol ero. Whol is now the U.S. Army
Speciol Forces Commond hos evolved
through lhree cenluries ond numerous
orgonizol ions since lhe French ond Indion
Wors of l Sth Cenfury North Americo.

FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR
During the French ond Indion Wors (I754
- 1763), two speciol operolions unifs
emerged: Gorhom's Indion Rongers of the
Bockwoods, ond lhe Independent Com-

FRONTIER WARFARE
After the Civil Wor, the U.S. Army
lurned ils ollenlion turned wesl-
word. To help monoge lhe fron-
f ier, lhey orgonized o speciol No-
l ive Americon unif col led the U.S.
Army Indion Scouls. They knew
lhe longuoge ond cusfoms of ihe
voried lr ibes. knew lhe nuonces of
trocking ond were experl in olher

ospecls of field croft. They octively served from 
,|869 

to 'l 939, but the

crossed orrow insignio ond on

losl Scout delochmenl wos not disbonded unril 1943. Their Bronch
colors were scorlel ond white ond their insignio wos silver crossed
orrows copped with the init iols U.S.S. Their legocy is preserved by the
orrowheod shope of the potches of the First Speciol Service Force of
World Wor l l, rhe U.S. Army Speciol Forces, ond the U.S. Army Speciol
Operolions Commond todoy. A similor crossed orrows insignio is cur-
rently worn by U.S. Army Speciol Forces Soldiers.

WORTD WAR II
Even before the U.S. enlry inlo World Wor l l, key civil ion ond militory
leoders sow lhe need for unconventionol opprooches lo goin odvqn-
loge over o well prepored enemy. Among the uniis developed ond
ociivoted during the Wor included fhe Office of Sfrotegic Services
ond The First Speciol Service Force. These two or-gonizoiions qre lhe
more dominoni, modern ero onlecedents of the presenl doy United
Stofes Army Speciol Forces.

FIRST SPECIAT SERVICE FORCE
In the Army's officiol Lineoge ond Honors, severol Speciol Forces
Groups ore l inked to the regiments of the Firsf Speciol Service Force,
on elite unil composed of Americon volunteers ond Cqnodiqn Air-
borne Soldiers. They hod prepored for o behind the l ines operolion
in Norwoy but f inolly fought in the Aleufions, North Africo, ond mosl
notobfy in ltoly ond Southern Fronce. Activoted in 1942 under lhe
commond of Lieutenont Colonel
Roberl T. Fredericks, "The Force"
speciolized in winler worfore,
mountoineer ing ond omphibious
operolions. Highly lrqined speciol
infonfry they were renowned
for their obility to swiftly cover
diff icult lerroin, ond for feroc-
ity in combot. They wore the

HISToRY AND HERITAGE g I ,
Speciol Forces Soldiers todoy \l|con lroce their history ond
heritoge bock to eorly ontecedents in fhe

pony of Rongers known os Rogers' Rongers. Bofh utilized smoll unif
toctics, iniegroted Notive Americon pofhfinders ond scouls, ond tro-
versed greot distonces under difficult condifions, often in unchorled
territory.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR
Focing the chollenge of numericolly superior, better equipped ond
better supplied Brifish forces, Generol George Woshington em-
phosized lhe use of sfrotegic ond tocticol intell igence operolions lo
odvonloge the Continentol Army. Of speciol note in the Corolinos
wos Lieutenont Colonel Froncis Morion "The Swomp Fox" (loler
promoted io Brigodier Generol). He commonded o disporole, rug-
ged bond of Continentols ond used loctics honed while fighting the
Cherokee in ihe French ond Indion Wors. Seeking cover in swomps
ond toking odvonloge of low-country riverine sysfems, he qnd his
lroops horossed fhe British with o success oul of oll proporlion to
their smoll numbers.

ctvtl wAR
In the Civil Wor. the mosl fomous :'
gueril lo f ighter wos Colonel John
Singleton Mosby who ronged the
northern ond wesiern counlies
of Virginio. Following loclics ond
slrotegy perpetuoted in the Coroli
nos during the Revolutionory Wor,
he ond his commond were suc-
cessful in spreoding disinformo-
fion io Federol forces oboul troop
slrength ond positions, disrupling
Federol supply ond communico-reoeror suppry ono con
tion l ines, qnd distrocting lorge conlingenls of lroops lo prolecl their
reor oreos. He ond his bond were lhe scourqe of Union Generols.

orrowheod potch, evocotive of the Indion Scouls' legocy. Their slruc-
ture included on embedded service bottolion with odmin, service,

reor oreos. He ond his bond were lhe scourge of Union Generols.

oviolion, mqinfenonce ond security elemenls, moking them tofolly
self-sufficient. They were formolly disbonded in Fronce in December
1944. Speciol Forces Groups todoy sti l l  commemorote Menton Doy
lo recognize the legocy of this exceptionol unit.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
The Office of Strotegic Services (OSS) wos
the product of Colonel Williom J. Dono-
von (loler promoled to Moior Generol). A
veleron of World Wor l, he hod received
the Medol of Honor for his oclions os
on infonlry commonder on lhe Weslern
Fronl in October'l 918. When World Wor
ll finolly erupfed in Europe ond lhreol-
ened to engulf the United Sfotes, Dono-
von become convinced thot o newtype of

O5S OPERATIONAT GROUPS
The octuol size of OG teqms in the
field would vory greotly, but they
were essenliolly 30-34 mon units
(26-30 enlisted men ond 4 officers)
which generolly fought os split
leoms or cel ls of  15- l7 men. Pr i -
morily infontrymen ond demolit ion
experls, they olso contoined medi-
col technicions qnd rodio operotors
The teoms inserted behind enemy
lines by porochute or by boot to
conducl guerri l lo operotions, conduct roids, leod ond troin the locol
resislonce movements ond generolly creole lhe moximum omount
of confusion for the enemy. By mission ond design the Operotionol
Groups were lhe mosl direcl pollern for the Speciol Forces "A'
Teom, ond the l2-mon Operotionol Delochment is o foithful modifi-
cotion of the Operotionol Group concept.

JEDBURGHS
ln 1944, the Jedburgh Mission wos o moior operolion of the OSS in
Europe. The 93, three-mon Jedburgh leoms fypicolly consisted of o
French officer or on individuol from the couniry in which fhe teqm
wos lo operole, on Americon or Brit ish officer ond on enlisted rodio
operotor. They received troining in close combot,-infi l trotion ond
exfihrolion techniques, smoll unif loctics, l ighi weopons, demoli-
l ions ond o hosf of skil ls necessory for survivol behind Germqn lines.
Formed to deploy in support of the D-Doy Normondy invosion qnd
subsequenl push loword Berlin, they porochuted into Fronce, Bel-
gium ond the Netherlonds ond performed os l ioison for Resistonce
groups. They supplied, lroined ond guided porlisons in ollocks on
Germqn uniis ond communicolions, ombushed relreoling columns,
kept moior instollqtions from demolii ion, rescued downed All ied
pilots, screened the flonks of convenlionol forces, ond gothered vitol
bottlefield infel l igence.

' l

orgonizolion would hove lo be formed to collect intelligence ond woge
secrel operolions behind lines. In 1941, Presidenl Roosevelt directed
Colonel Donovon lo form o quosi-civilion ogency nomed the Coordino-
tor of lntelligence (COI). ln 1942,lhe ogenry wos octivoled os o militory
unil, renomed the OSS, ond operoled under lhe ouspices of the Joint
Chiefs of Stoff. The sudden U.S. involvement in World Wor ll worronled o
still more unconvenlionol kind of worfore which focused on lhe develop-
menl of indigenous fighting unils lo combol enemy forces. This Uncon-
venlionol Worfqre become o
primory concenlrotion of lhe
ogency. Speciol leoms were
formed lo provide lioison ond
logistics support, ond lo odvise
ond ossisl resislonce groups
in lhe conduct of smoll-uni l  '
guerillo worfore. Eventuolly,
the OSS wos operoling oul of
seventeen field offices, four
lheolers of operotion, ond hod
estoblished o full scole reseorch
ond developmenl loborolory
lo produce Jomes Bond iype
weoponry.

Recruiled heovily from elhnic communilies in ihe Uniled Slotes, opero-
tives were speciolly chosen ond lroined lo perform defined missions ond
work hond-in-hond with specific porlison groups in Europe ond olso in
Eost Asio. To ensure volunleers were up lo lhe losk, fhe OSS employed
o detoiled ond comprehensive selection ond ossessmenl progrom os
port of lheir recruilmenl process. These personnel with exlensive culturol
ond longuoge experlise were lroined in both convenlionol ond guerrillo
toctics. A dominonf feolure of troining wos lheir detoiled plonning ond
preporolion for missions. All these feotures of the OSS formed the origi-
nol model ond templole for the lofer developmenf of U.S. Army Speciol
Forces, ond ore choroclerislic of the doctrine, lroining, orgonizolion ond
operotions of United Sloles Army Speciol Forces lodoy. More lhon ony
one enlity or onlecedent, The OSS speciol force unils informed the loter
U.S. Army Speciol Forces ond lheir focus on Unconvenfionol Worfore.
The two distinct types of unils formed for operolions in Europe were the
Operolionol Groups (OGs), ond the Jedburgh Teoms. The OGs would
olso conducl operolions in the Chino-Burmo-lndio Theoler.



DETACHMENT IOT
ln '1943, OSS Detochment 

.l 
0l wos developed under Colonel Corl

Eiff ler to conducl operolions in the Chino-Burmo-lndio Theoler.
Responsible lo nol only recruil ond lroin, but olso lo commqnd
indigenous members ogoinst o much greoter Joponese force, OSS
Detochment I0l wos the first unil ever to be formqlly builf for this
purpose. They ron disinformotion compoigns, golhered intell igence,
performed sobologe, scouled for convenfionol unils, ond rescued
downed All ied flyers. They hod their own oviolion osseis, o signol
Compony which included o compony of corrier pigeons to reloy
messoges, ond o medicol detochmeni. They loler spowned other
orgonizotions, including Det 2O2 in Chinq, Det 303 in Thoilond ond
Delochmenl 404 in French lndo-Chino.

PHILIPPINE GUERITLAS
As Joponese militory forces
invoded rhe Phil ippinesin 1942,
mony Americqn ond Fil ipino sol-
diers wenl inio the hil ls to conducl
guerillo worfore rother lhon sur-
render. Prominenl omong lhose
included lhen Lieulenonl Colonel
Russell Volckmonn, who olong
with others roised o porlison force
of some 20,000 soldiers. Due to
their efforts, convenlionol forces

gi :',ii,'ii39?1W.1?{l:tl* foced much less opposition upon
lheir refurn. Volckmonn ond the portisons conlinued fo provide vitol
support lo conventionol forces unfi l fhe finol Joponese surrender.

ATAMO SCOUTS
Generql Douglos MocArthur would nol ollow the OSS entry into the
Pocific Theoter, ond consequently, the Army ground commonder de-
veloped o force of 127 volunleers known os the ?lomo Scouts" lo
coordinole with Volckmonn ond lhe vorious gueril lo orgonizotions in
order lo secure intell igence on Joponese strength ond disposition in
fhe Phil ippines. Over l8 monlhs, the Scouis' 8 mon delochmenls
performed 106 missions with-
ouf o mon coptured or kil led.
They performed fwo doring .
prisoner rescues- one with ihe
6th Ronger Bottolion ot Cobo-
notuon ("The Greot Roid") ond
the other in New Guineo where
lhey rescued 66 Dutch prison-
ers. The occomplishmenls of
these few olso remoin o sloried
port of fhe Army's Unconven-
tionol Wqrfore experience ond
heritoge.

POST WWil
After World Wor ll, effective I October
I945, President Trumon disbonded rhe OSS.
lls funclions ond ossels were moved to olher
ogencies in the Stofe Deporlmenl or were
discorded. UW copobil it ies in the militory
ropidly degeneroled ond senior militory'
leoders focused on lhe disposition of con-
venlionol forces lo oppose the Soviet threol.
In response lo lhe growing donger posed
by communisl oggression ond subversion
in Europe ond Asio, the Notionol Securily
Act of 1947 creoled the Centrol Intell igence
Agency (CIA). The CIA took the leod in UW
begon coordinoting intell igence overseos,
ond conducling sirolegic coverl oclivi l ies.r Severol of rhe OSS operolives were promi-

nenf ond formofive in the eorly doys of U.S. Ariny Speciol Fories, ond
ore recognized os.omong the Founding Fofhers 6f the Speciol Forces
Regiment. Colonels Aoron Bonk, Corl Eiff ler ond Lieutenont Colonel
Hubert Brucker were omong former OSS members who worked to
estoblish U.S. Army Speciollorces in lhe lote ' l  940s ond eorlyl950s.
Lieutenonl Colonel Russell Volckmonn, noled for lhe conducl-of gue-
ri l lo worfore in rhe Phil ippines, olso used his experience ond less6ns
leorned to help formulole lhe doctrine of Unconventionol Worfore
lhol become lhe cornerslone for U.S. Army Speciol'Forces.

When the Koreon Conflict begon in l950, mony onli-communisl
disploced persons from Norlh Koreo troveled lo neorby islonds
ond begon o coverl wor of lheir own ogoinsl the North. A Koreon
portison force wos orgonized
in.l95l os the 8240th Army Unit.
This Unifed Nolions Porlison Force.

KOREAN CONFTICT

Koreo (UNPFK) operoted in much
lhe some monner os lhe gueril los
hod done in fhe Phi l ippines or os
lhe Europeon porlisons hod done
under lhe OGs ond Jedburghs.
Evenluolly olloining lhe ronk of
Brigodier Generol, Russell Volck-
monn hod olso become involved
with the UNPFK until his evocuolion
in l95 f . By 1952, members of the
new l.OJh Speciol Forces Group begon lo ougmenl the codre. They
odded Evosion ond Escope operolions lo unii losks, ond dispotched
severol operofives lo vorious known POW comps in North Koreo. In
Morch -|953, the 1Oth Group sent more officers ond NCOs fo the
8240lh who evenluolly estoblished the 8086th Army Unit ond worked
wilh portison forces on lheir own. They were credited with effectively
tying up more lhon 75,000 enemy lroops by the end of lhe wor.



PSYWAR AND SPECIAL OPERATIONS THE EARTY DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIAL FORCES
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The success thot Psychologicol Wor-
fore (PSYWAR) hod in Koreo ond lhe
respecl its impocl gornered omong
conventionol commonders poved lhe
woy for speciol operolions copobil-
ity to remoin ond for Unconventionol
Worfore to be reesloblished in the U.S.
Army. This PSYWAR conneclion wos
very helpful for the eorly developmenl
of U.S. Army Speciol Forces. Loler
promoled to Moior Generol, Robert A.

McClure, o Psychologicol Operol ions (PSYOP) Off icer in World Wor
l l ,  underslood the need for speciol force uni ls ond wos delermined to
gei lhem reinsloled in fhe Army. He hod personolly wifnessed lheir
benefi t  in wor, ond odvocoled the benefi ts of low intensity confl icl  res-
olul ion. Along with velerons from vorious speciol uni ls, lhe OSS ond
from gueri l lo worfore in the Phil ippines, he wos olso instrumentol in
forging whot would loler become lhe modern doy U.S. Army Speciol
Forces. One of the speciol operol ions off icers who Generol McClure
hod recrui led wos lhe gueri l lo f ighter from the Phil ippines, Russel l
Volckmonn. Brigodier Generol Volckmonn hod wri l fen Field Monuols
on gueri l lo f ighting ond hod worked to estobl ish on Unconvenlionol

ski l ls .  The 1Oth Group olso benef i ted
from on influx of disploced, sloieless

of Eo sre rn r u,.o o" oo., ffi fr:J:?l it"n,'J',"',.1 
".Tilil 

i"l yi: : ih "Lodge Bil l, o legislolive_oct thot ollowed immigronfs fiom polit icol per-
seculion fo become U.S. cif izens- gronling U.S. cit izenship in relurn
for f ive yeors of mil itory service. Tliese men greotly enhonced the lon-
guoge ond cuhurol effecliveness of Speciol F-orces'deiochmenls lholguoge ond cuhurol effecl iveness of Speciol Forces'deiochmenls lhol
lorgeled lhe Communist Bloc nol ions. So Colonel Bonk found himsel{

yJlff ,'"",'::r""t#'*T$:fi'Y ffi l,ffiffi

Worfore Direclorole on the Generol Stoff during his ossignmenl in
Woshinglon, DC. Another off icer he recruited who would f igure veryWoshinglon, DC. Another officer he recruited who would figure very
prominenlly in lhe eorly developmenl of U.S. Army Speciol Forces wos
the OSS Jedburgh veleron Colonel Aoron Bonk

THE ORIGIN OF THE SPECIAT FORCES CO'VII'IAND
In response to recommendotions by then Brigodier Generol McClure,
rhe U.S. Army Psychologicol Worfore Cenler ond School wos moved
to ForJ Brogg, NC in Apr/Moy 1952. In chorge of the Cenler's Speciol
Operolions Division wos Colonel Bonk, who wos senl lo Fort Brogg lo
choose o suiloble locolion for the Cenler ond School. His Division wos
oclivoied ol Fort Brogg on June 

.|9, 
1952 os the lOth Speciol Forces

Group, with Colonel Bonk os the first commonder. So whot is now fhe
Speciol Forces Commond grew from lhe Speciol Operolions Division
of the Psychologicol Worfore Center ond School. The Psychologi-
col Worfore Cenler ond School wos renomed the U.S. Army Speciol
Worfore School in 1956, ond become the John F. Kennedy Speciol
Worfore Cenler ond School  in 1983.

Wo.r l l ,  would be o defining chorocterisl ic of lhe new Speciol Forces.
Colonel Bonk froined lhe Group in lhe mosl odvonced'techniques of
Unconvenfionol Worfore, ond on Nov. I  I  ,1953, in the oftermoth of
on oborled uprising in Eost Germony, holf  of the 1Oth Group de-
ployed forword lo estobl ish o permonenl heodquorters in l l . re Bovor-
ion lown of Bod Tolz, West Germony. The remoinder sloyed ot Fori

surreo Tor orgontztng guerni lo
operol ions in Eostern Europe,
precisely his oreo of focus. Bul ol
lhe some l ime he wos growing
ond lroining his new ui i t  for t-he
Europeon Theoter, he olso hod
to dedicote ossels lo lhe Koreon
Confl ict.  By sending codre ond
operolives lo work wilh Koreon
porl isons, he showed lhot world-
wide deploymenl- os in Wodd
Wor l l ,  would be o defininq chorc

=



Brogg ond were redesignofed
lhe 77lh Speciol Forces Group.
Elements of the 77th would
soon spown o slr ing of deloch-
ments orgonized from 

.|956 
to,|957 

thot were oriented loword
operotions in South Eosl Asio.
These were loter oclivoied os
the I  st  SFG in I957 ond were
bosed in Okinowo. TheTTlh
ond remoining codre ot Brogg

were redesignoted lhe 7th SFG in Moy ' l 960 wirh o focus toword mis-
sions in lhe Soulhern Hemisphere.

INDO.CHINA AND COUNTER-
INSURGENCY
The lote .|950s ond eorly 1960s
sow the rise of communisl-inspired
insurgenl movements in mony Ports
of lhe world. ln response, Speciol
Forces leoms deployed to Loos to
improve the troining of the Royol
Lootion Army. Colled Operolion
"While Slor", this mission wos o fine
exomple of Speciol Forces Soldiers
performing the mission for which
they were creoled ond lroined. The
exlensive experience goined would
shortly be put io use in the Republic
of Vielnom.

THE EXPANSION OF SPECIAL FORCES
By lhe time John E Kennedy wos inouguroled os presidenl in Jonuory-
,l961, 

the three Speciol Forces Groups - the l0th, 7th ond the I st SFG
hod firmly enlrenched lhemselves os lhe Army's elite. As o sludenl of
militory offoirs, Kennedy hod developed on inleresl in counterinsurggncy
- lhe ort ond meihod of defeoting guerrillo movemenls' During o visit to
Fort Brogg in 

.|96.|, 
he gozed upon lhe ronks ofSpeciol Forces ond sow

the ideol vehicle for corrying oul such missions.

e
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Before his visit fo Forl Brogg,
President Kennedy hod osked

.,.3 ; fhe Speciol Worfore Cenler

-1. '  
Commonder,  lhen Br igodier

f) -  
Generol Wil l lom P Yoiborough,
i f  fhe SF soldiers would weor
lheir berets for the evenl. He
felt thot since lhey hod o speciol
mission, SF soldiers should
hove somelhing lo sel lhem
oport. The Green Berel wos
or ig inol ly designed in 

. |953

by then Speciol Forces Moior
Herb Brucker, o veieron of OSS.

*SThough i t  hod become common
for Speciol Forces fo weor the Green Berel,  lhe Army hod refused
to oulhorize its officiol use. Kennedy's inferesl in Speciol Forces led
lo lhe Jormol odoption of lhe Green Beret on Sept. 2 l, |96'l , os
the officiol heodgeor of oll Speciol Forces lroops. President Kennedy
considered lhe Green Berel lo be "symbolic of one of the highest
levels of couroge ond ochievement of the United Sfoles militory."
Soon, the Green Beret become synonymous with Speciol Forces, so
much so thot fhe lwo terms become inlerchongeoble. Wifh Kennedy
firmly behind Speciol Forces, new SF groups rfitong up with dizzying
ropidity. On Sept. 21 , 1961, the 5th Group wos octivoted, followed
by rhe 8rh SFG on Apr i l  1,  the 6th SFG on Moy 1,  ond the 3rd Speciol
Forces Group on December 5, 1963. The | ' l  rh ond l2th Speciol
Forces of The Army Reserve, ond the I 9th ond 2Oth Speciol Forces
Groups of the Notionol Guord were olso oclivoled in 

,|96'l 
.



fought by the U.S. Army. In Grenodo, Hoil i ,  Ponomo, in lhe Bolkons
ond in Africo, Speciol Forces teoms conducfed speciol ond Unconven-
tionol Wor{ore operolions in supporl of the regulor Army ond proved
lheir unique volue lo lhe nol ion fhroughoul ol l  ospecls of internoi ionol
militory deploymenf.

The lst Speciol Forces Group r-l
(Airborne), deoclivoled ofterViet- | €h I
nom, wos reoctivoled in 1984- o l*f iEt I

$}:?'1"'.',y,J,1:'.tiooln",y"1lif.!"'o \7
communisl exponsion in South
Eosf Asio ond Pocific Rim notions. The need
for Speciol Forces copobilities hod become
especiolly opporenl with the rise of guer-
ri l lo movemenls ond communism in Cenlrol
ond Lotin Americo. Through lhe persislenl
deployment of troining missions ond odvi-
sors during the 1980s, the 7rh Speciol
Forces Group helped improve the lives of
vorious hosf populotions, slrengthened the
militory forces of democrolic regimes, ond

deployed troining missions to help fhe Solvodoron militory grow from o
consfobulory force of 12,000 lo o counler-insurgency force of 55,000.

The 7rh olso ployed o very importonl role in preporing lhe Honduron
militory lo resisl ond defeot on invosion from Nicoroguo. The exfensive
7th Group operolions lhroughoul Honduros in the 80s nol only prgpored
lhem for the lhreolened invosion, bul olso ossisled lhe Honduron forces

in conducl ing lheir own counler insurgency operol ions ond ult imolely
defeoting fhe Honduron communisl-supporled insurgency. During the
lost holf of rhe |980s, the 7th Group become involved in
counfer norcolics operolions in the Andeon Ridge coun-
lries of Venezuelo, Colombio, Ecuodor, Peru, ond Bolivio.
Reflecting increosed concern over condilions on the Afri-
con conlinent, the 3rd Speciol Forces Group (Airborne),
onother Group thot hod been deoclivoied ofter Vielnom,
wos reociivofed ot Fort Brogg, NC on 29 June 

,|990. 
The 3rd Group

wos responsible for the Coribbeon os well. The reoctivofion of the 3rd
Group brought to five the number of Groups on ocfive-duty slolus.

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE AND REALIGNMENT
In June -|983, rhe Army oulhorized o Speciol Forces tob to be worn

by SF-quolif ied lroops, ond
Speciol Forces wos estoblished
os o seporote Army coreer field
for enlisted personnel on Ocl. l,
-|984. The worronl officer coreer
field soon followed, ond on April
:9 , 1987 , the Army estoblished
lthe Speciol Forces Bronch for

."-contoined the spreod of communism lhrough-
- '  oul lhe region. Nicoroguo wos conlrol led by

officers. With competing fund-
ing requirements ofler the end
of the Cold Wor, the 1 I th ondf**ii'*i , ,,'.'G& 'r'i'o cornmunist regime, qnd with the support of

Cubo, they were working hord to exporl lheir revolution to El SolvodorCubo, they were working hord to export lheir revolution to El Solvoc
ond Honduros. Throughout the 'l 980s the 7th Speciol Forces Group l'.'[:::'.',1ft 'oT;"*?#i.-,

Reserve on 15 Seplember 1995, bui the two Nofionol Guord Speciol
Forces Groups- fhe l9fh ond 2Oth Speciol Forces remoined oclive in
the Reody Reserve sysfem. They conlinue to deploy in lhe supporl ond
conducl of SF missions world wide.

The United Sfoles Army Speciol Forces Commond (Airborne) wos
oclivoted ot Forf Brogg on 27 November 

,|990 
os o Moior Subordi-

nole Commond (MSC) of the U.S. Army Speciol Operolions Commond
(USASOC), which is the Army Componenl of the U. S. Speciol Opero-
lions Commond (USSOCOM) ot MocDill AFB, Tompo, Florido.



DESERT STORM
Choroclerizing their role in Opero-
fion DESERT STORM duringl99l,
Generol Normon H. Schworzkopf

idescribed the Speciol Forces os "lhe
fteyes ond eors" oflheconvenlionol

forces ond "the glue thot held the
coolilion logelher." Delochmenls
were used in long-ronge Speciol
Reconnoissonce missions ond ployed

@o keyport inthetroining of  the
coolilion forces. In Soudi Arobio, lroq ond Kuwoil, Speciol Forces ieoms
conducted deep reconnoissonce, performed Direcl Aclion missions,

l ions olher lhon wor.

EASTERN EUROPE AND THE BALKANS
The mid .|990's sow significonl chonge ocross lhe londscope of Europe
os former communisl sloles of the old Soviel Union begon lo develop

ond helped rescue downed pi lors. During lhe ground wor, lO9 SF
leoms occomponied virtuolly lhe enlire ronge of forces inlo bottle, ond
lhey were omong fhe first U.S. soldiers inlo Kuwoil City. Troined ond
equipped for thot purpose, SF feoms performed on imporlonl role in
both'lroining ond woiking closely with foreign militory. They potrolled
border oreoi os port of combined reconnoissonce teoms with the
Soudis. Speciol Forces leoms orgonized resislonce groups, reconsliluled
the Kuwoiti ormy ond lroined lhem ond ihe olher coolilion porlners
in focl ics, NBC operotions, close oir supporl,  minefield breoching ond
urbon comboi. After DESERT STORM, Speciol Forces conlinued lo por-
t icipote in signif icont humonitorion ond confl ict operol ions.ocross lhe
world in the Coribbeon, ocrosS lhe conlinenl of Africo, ond in Norlhern
lroq. Deployed worldwide in o voriety of missions, lhey conlinued to
offiim thot ihey ore o key ossel in lhe conducl of worfore ond in opero-

Afghoniston. During the l ighining compoign in Afghoniston, Speciol
Forces volidoted the clossicol lenels of Unconventionol Worfore, ond
lhe molivoting crilerio for choosing to deploy Speciol Forces were never
more cleor. The only vioble option for fhe nolion wos U.S. Army Speciol
Forces. By 7 December 200,|, every moior Afghon city ond lown hod
been liberoled. The Tolibon regime wos finolly defeofed os their lost
stronghold in Kondohor fell

oPERATTON ENDURTNG FREEDOM- OEF (GWOT BEGTNS)
Following lhe ollocks of
Seplember 1 1fh, omidst the
"Fog of Wor", lhe notion wos
foced with immediofe chol lenges
lhol required both thoughtful
ond decisive ociion. On 

.l 
9 ond

20 October 2001, two Speciol
Forces leoms lounched to
remove the Tol ibon regime ond
deslroy the Al Qoedo bose within

under lhe Afghon resisionce
ond their Speciol Forces
odvisors on 8 December
2001 . Only 7 ODAs ond
borely 100 men hod
deployed onfo lhe botflefield
over lhose few short monfhs
during which elemenis
of o lone Speciol Forces
Group would see the foll of
o lerrorisl governmenl in
disfont Cenlrol Asio ond evicl

lheir own democrocies ond lo engoge
in ioint lroining missions wilh western
mililories. The lofter wos o mode lo order
mission for the 1Oth Speciol Forces Group,
who olso become o prominenl feolure in
Americo's response lo conflicl ond evenls
in the Bqlkon stoles. Speciol Forces leoms
worked with the elhnic encloves ond
NATO ol l ies, ond the unique tolent of the
Speciol Forces Soldiers lo golher informo-
t ion ond defuse potenfiol ly deodly situo-
t ions wos porticulorly helpful in on oreo lorn wilh elhnic ond religious
strife. The''l Oth Speciol Forces orrived in Bosnio os porl of the lmple-
menlotion Force (|FOR) in December 1995. Wirh o preliminory pockoge
ol 24O personnel, fhey estoblished lioison leoms lo help in lhe coor-
dinotion of muhi-nolionol efforts, ossisled in the opprehension of key
individuols, conducled Speciol Reconnoissonce, ond provided militory
ossislonce lo lhe Kosovo Liberotion Army in Albonio. Following lhe ces-
sotion of hosfilities, they conlinued lo perform exlensive lioison dulies.

Al Qoedo leodership from lheir home in Afghoniston. Speciol Forces
opplied lheir Unconventionol Worfore skills; provided the Afghon forces
wilh "on coll" Close Air Support, focil i toted bodly needed logistics, ond
provided locticol odvice lo the,A,fghon resislonce commonders. Todoy,
working with fheir indigenous, host-nolion portners ond convenlionol



forces, Speciol Forces conlinue
to funcl ion os o visible symbol
of U.S. support for ond
commilment to the Afghon
people. They conl inue lo ossisl
ihe new, freely elecled Afghon
governmenl ond lend direct,
continuous ossislonce to the
first Afghon Notionol Army
ond Afghon Notionol Pol ice.
Speciol Forces leoms continue
to conducl Speciol Operol ions
oclivilies from estoblished
oulposls ihroughouf the

ed threots of lhe Ansor ol
lslom lerrorisl group neor
Holobio, ond o suspecled
WMD site. In lhe soulh
ond weslern desert. SF
leoms conducled Slrole-
gic Reconnoissonce ond
oreo deniol missions,
secured slrolegic oirf ields,
hunted ond neulrolized
SCUD missile threots.
successfully deterred lhe
deployment of Weopons
of Moss Deslruclion,

Effl=:w goined tribol ond onii_
soddomisl support, ond gothered infell igence for cooli l ion operolions.

fhe dynomics of the
bottlefield. As in
Afghoniston, they
proved lheir effec-
liveness in directing
strike oircrofl, ond
demonsfroted lheir
unique obil ity to
morshol indigenous
forces info the fight.
After fhe foll of lroq,
SF continued fo
perform tronsilionol
UW tosks ond con-
ducted odvonced
speciol operofions.
They conducted

counlryside ond communities of Afghonislon, ond help ensure ogoinsl
on effeclive resurgence of militonl Tolibon or Al Qoedo forces.

Throughoul lhe confl icl ,  SF contr ibuted signif icontly to the ropid od-
voncemenl of convenlionol forces ond proved essenliol os dynomic
force-mult ipl iers. OIF wos lhe second moior compoign in the Globol
Wor on Terrorism ond Speciol Forces exceeded every siondord ond
expeclolion ocross o wide voriety of missions.

Speciol Forces consislenlly demonstroled lheir versotility ond obility to
ski l l ful ly odopt to

OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM- OIF
Speciol Forces were crificol lo lhe success of the Coolition ground
compoign in lroq. ln Operotion IRAQI FREEDOM, Speciol Forces leoms
lroined ond fought with the Kurds in norlhern lroq, cleored lhe western
desert of SCUD missiles ond provided long-ronge Speciol Reconnois-
sonce to the Coolit ion ground forces on the drive to Boghdod. On |9
Morch 2003, little more thon o yeor ofler the defeot of lhe Tolibon ond
Al Qoedo forces in Afghoniston, Speciol Forces speorheoded two fronls
in lhe ground invosion of lroq with the Kurdish UW mission in the
North,tnd rhe SCUDAVMD hunt ond Unconvenlionol Worfore mission
in the Wesi. In norlhern lroq, Speciol Forces ollied with Kurdish Pesh-
mergo forces to tie up more lhon 150,000 lroqi iroops- mechonized
regiments ond divisions, lhus preventing them from reinforcing units
de-fending Boghdod. SF leoms ond Peshmergo fighters quickly eliminol-

operotions.wilh convenlionol units ond Coolit ion SOE buf operoted in-
dependently.os well. They ossisled in lhe coplure of mony key leoders,
lroined on elite lroqi Counler-Terrorism force ond conduiled iroining
of the lroqi Civil Defense Corps. Speciol Forces conlinue to troin lroqi
militory ond police unils, ond ore on inlegrol port of the nolion's secu-
rity, rebuilding, ond resislonce ogoinsl insurgenl, terrorisl, ond criminol
elements.



CONTINUING MISSION - GWOT

The operotionol lempo ond deployment of Speciol Forces reflects
wide-ronging involvement in the Globql  Wor on Terror,  os wel l  os
the pursuit of selecl notionol strolegic interests.

In recent yeors,  besides ful f i l l ing o prominent commitmenl in both
Afghoniston ond l roq,  Speciol  Forces Groups hove cont inued lo
conducl  s igni f icont missions in Eoslern Europe; the Phi l ippines ond
Poci f ic  Rim; in Colombio ond throughoui  the Americos;  ocross fhe
continent of Africo; the greoter Middle Eost ond South West Asio.

They rout inely conduct hundreds of  operot ions ond troining events
onnuol ly,  in mult ip le counir ies wor ldwide. In currenl  t imes, most
of these missions ore in direct conlribution to the Wor on Terror'
Bul consisleni Speciol Forces presence ond purposeful internotion-
g! relotionship is o timeless volue for the securily of our nqtion.

ln the frequent circumstonce of working wilh countries who moy
be less economicolly odvontoged thon our own, Speciol Forces
seek tp-help improve peoples' l ives through focil i lofing civic qs-

sisfon& @V 
providing both medicol ond veterinory core.

By troining, they leorn longuoge, customs qnd

cul f  u
of

oble to defend themselves ond,iheir own

THE FORCE OF CHOICE

As o militory force, Speciol Forces represenl o relofively modesl
inveslmenf of monpower ond resources, ond yet through effeclive
operotionol resulls they continue lo prove thot they con leveroge
disproport ionote benef i ts to their  s ize ond logist ic requirements.

Working in smol l ,  wel l  t ro ined ond equipped leoms, lhey hove on
inherenl  operol ionol  ef f ic iency.  But through their  smol l - footpr int
opprooch, they ore olso bet ler  oble to blend with ond ossociole
more closely wi th vor ious indigenous populot ions.

They ore technicol ly ond toct icol ly prof ic ient ,  but  o lso infent ionol ly
thoughtful  qnd ski l led in working with indigenous populot ions.
They study inlended oreqs of deployment lo befter ensure opere-
tionql success.

As Worrior Diplomols, Speciol Forces hqve lhe right quolif icotions
qnd skil ls to ploy o cenlrql role in oddressing the polit icolly com-
plex ond sensifive securily chollenges thqt foce our nqtion. Equolly
imporlonl, they con fqcil i tqte ond deliver precise militory power
when needed.

Finolly, they hove succeeded due to fheir speciol ,  their
lor
the

effecls of odvoqged€ihnology ond combined

Anytime, Anywhere
Unconvent ionol
f l ic t  s i tuot ions short  of

Under the brood scope of  lheir
Worfore, Speciol Forces ore conducting
torget terrorist elemenls both directly o
their  operot ing spoce worldwide.

wide ond conduct o vitql role in The Globol Wor on Terror. They
coniinue with deliberoie vigilonce to undertoke the most diff icult
missions, to help other peoples, ond lo profect Americo qnd the

ski l l ,  ond rhe obi l i ty  to combine indigenous mo
support, ond locql oree Lnb*ledge of operolio

I
I

milirari ly frciq the lerrorisl or insurgenl elements who moy
aii hqrm.

globol terrori3ts.

Speciol Forces hove qn hisforic trodition of working in portnership
with people of  other not ions.  Our conl inued obi l i ty  lo work io int ly
with otherservices, ogencies, coolit ion portners ond host-noiion
governments wil l be crit icol to success in the Globol Wqr on Terror,

ff ivelop undersionding ond relotionship with people
londs. T-hey intently look for woys to help people help

doing, render lhem less vulneroble lo ter-

world from ferrorism.
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VIETNAM AND SOUTHEAST ASIA - 
However, the Speciol Forces' role in
Vielnom wos nol complelely over os

f some soldiers conlinued to serve in
vorious coved missions. In Vielnom,
communisl forces depended upon
lhe Ho Chi Minh Troi l  os their logis-
t icol l i fel ine. Locoled in Combodio
ond Loos, the troil wos "off limils" lo
United Sloles forces. To gother infel-
l igence on supply movemenls down

f the troil, ond lo interdict operolions,
,the MACV-SOG wos formed to

run clondesline combof operolions ocross lhe border. The leoms from
SOG were Americon-led ond monned with indigenous forces. In lhis
exomple of lhe versofility of Speciol Forces, lhes]e feoms ond successor
uni ls provided needed ond t imely intel l igence for convenlionol Army
forces. Men from 5rh SFG received l6 of the l7 Medols of Honor
oworded to Speciol Forces Soldiers in Theoler. The other wos oworded
to o Soldier of the 7th SFG. Through lheir substontive experience in
Vielnom, Speciol Forces conl inued fo bui ld upon on olreody slrong
bose in Counterinsurgency ond Unconvenlionol Worfore, ond perfecled
sophist icoted locl ics, iechniques ond doclr ine.

POST VIETNA,'/T
lmmediotely following lhe wor in Vielnom, the Army in generol ond
Speciol Forces in porl iculor longuished. By ihe lote |970s Speciol
Forces wos ogoin down lo iusl lhree ocfive groups - the 5th, 7th ond
1Ofh Speciol Forces Group. The 1st,3rd,6th ond 8th Speciol Forces
Groups were deocfivoted, ond lhere wos o generol de-emphosis of
speciol operolions os fhe Army concenlroled once more on convenlionol
worfore, lurning ils goze from lhe lungles of Asio to ihe well-worn lonk
poths of Europe. Speciol Forces conlinued lo lroin ond prepore for ils
globol missions, lhough lhe exlenl of deploymenl hod seen o morked
decreose.

THE RESURGENT NEED FOR SPECIAT FORCES
When Presidenl Reogon fook
off ice in 1980, defense pol icy
received o renewed emphosis
ond Speciol Forces generol ly
benefited from lhol. Speciol
Forces conl inued to bui ld upon
its troining ond orgonizol ionol
bose, helped check lhe spreod
of communism in vulneroble
counlr ies. ond confinued to be
prepored for doring behind-the-
l ines missions in lhe evenl of

, '  In Viefnom, Speciol Forces leoms
worked os odvisors to the Viet-
nomese Army ond the Civil ion
lrregulor Defense Forces. They
troiied ond led quick reoclion
unils colled Mike Forces ond
conducled cross-border op-
erofions through unils such os
MACV-SOG (Miliiory Assislonce
Commond Viefnom, Studies ond
Observofion Group). Vielnom
become o wolershed in the his-
fory of Speciol Forces, sponning
over l4 yeors from 1956-when

o l6 member delochment deployed lo Vielnom lo lroin o codre of
indigenous Vielnomese Speciol Forces leoms. Througho^ut th.. t-.-
moiider of the ' l  950s ond eorly I960s, the number of Speciol Forces
odvisors in Viefnom increosed steodily. The 5rh Speciol Forces Group
(Airborne) wos octivoled
in Seplember l96l  ot  Fort
Brogg, NC to hondle the in-
creosing scope ond complex-
ity of missions in Vielnom.
By Februory I 965, The 5th
SFG estoblished o permonenl
heodquorters in Nho Trong,
mokinq Vielnom lhe exclu-
sive operolionol province of
5th Group. Speciol Forces
evenluolly estoblished up
lo 27O oulposls through-
oul lhe counlry mony of ar ' : ' r i  '  rw

them defendeii  by o single A teom ond hundreds of fr iendly nol ives.
Responsible for troininqlhousonds of Vietnom's elhnic tribesmen in
lhe'iechniques of mod6rn worfore, they fook lhe Monlognords, lhe
Nungs, the Coo Dei ond olhers ond molded lhem inlo the 60,000-
strong Civil lrreg.ulor De-.
fense Group. Other missions
included civic oclion prolects,
in which Speciol Forces built
schools, hospifols ond gov-
ernmenl buildings, provided
medicol core lo civil ions ond
dredqed conols. This wos de-
sione--d lo win the heorls ond
minds of the people. Grodu-
olly, the Speciol Forces lurned
over lheir'comps to lhe South
Vietnomese ond on Morch 5,
1971 , lhe 5th Group
returned lo Fort Brogg.

o Soviel invosion through Eoslern Europe. Throughoul the I 980s ond
1990s, they conducled significont missions in virtuolly every compoign



THE SPECIAL FORCES
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Commonder
USASFC (A)
Desert Storm Drive
Ft Brogg, NC 28310
910) 432-2006

I will not foil those with whom I serve.
I will not bring shome upon myself or Speci{ Forces.

I will never l"ou$ o follenl'i'omrod". E{::...
I will never surrenddr though'l dm the lost.-'
lf I om tolpn, I proy thot I hove the slrength

fo defy rny enemy.

I om o member of my'Notion's chosen soldiery
I serve quietly, not seeking recognilion or occolodes.

My gool is lo succeed in my millign - qnd live lo succeed ogoin.
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